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REJECTION OF THE CITY PLAN 


LSEWHERE in this issue we. give in full the letter 
from the Ministry of Town and Country Planning 
criticising the proposals published by the Corporation 
Committee just a year ago, together with the explanatory 
appendix which accompanies it. These confirm to a remark- 
able degree the criticisms we made at the time of publication 
in our issue of July 28, 1944 and, but for the fact that a 
whole year has elapsed since then, it would hardly have been 
necessary to review the points raised in detail. It is, 
however, now clearly desirable to summarise the position 
the Ministry takes up. 

This can best be introduced by quoting the Minister's 
expressed conviction that the task of replanning should be 
approached by asking “What sort of place should the 
centre of a world capital, with an ancient and glorious 
history and a thriving and growing modern life, be?” 
It appears to him that on the other hand the main purpose 
is regarded as “‘ How can some of the major inconveniences 
of the pre-war City be palliated consistently with the least 
possible change in the existing layout and ownerships? ” 

It is not suggested that the City should be emphasised 
by a series of large-scale vistas characteristic of other 
capitals, but that in a layout providing a setting for historic 
buildings and modern offices alike, it should be visibly the 
capital of a world-wide community of great nations. No 
proposal appears to have been made to secure harmony 
of character nor any interest in the modelling or architectural 








| | 


grouping of large buildings, the main concern being seem- 
ingly to avoid the purchase of land and as little interference 
as possible with existing ownership boundaries. No suit- 
able recognition is given to the Guildhall nor the historic 
Livery Halls; and some of the City Churches, though 
preserved, are shown in alien settings. 

It is thought that the consideration given both to the re- 
planning of the City itself and to its relations with the 
surrounding areas bas been inadequate. The trend west- 
ward of various business activities has not affected the 
estimate of a demand for increased accommodation in the 
City at 50 per cent., possibly on the assumption that such 
a movement has been mainly due to the overcrowded and 
inconvenient conditions in the pre-war city. This assump- 
tion may be only partially correct, but it is obvious that 
owing to the artificial divorce between the City and the 
test of London the former must desire to retain its original 
status to the maximum extent possible. This condition 
affects the validity of the plan in several aspects; for 
example, the question of the markets, especially Billingsgate 
and Leadenhall, which are noted by the Minister as. badly 
placed, and could be removed only to positions outside 
the City area, a course which would demand special 
administrative and financial provisions; then again the 
City boundary influences the planning of the ring road to 
its disadvantage. 

If the building density were increased to the extent 
visualised, it is pointed out that no improvement in the 
general road plan within the city area is provided that 
would adequately meet the increase of traffic; in fact, 
beyond such traffic as would be diverted to the ring road, 
there would be very little advance on pre-war conditions ; 


the street pattern does not satisfactorily serve these, 
and traffic blocks would continue and in some cases 
might be intensified. The area around St. Paul’s 
Cathedral needs drastic replanning which it has not 
received, and practically no advantage has been taken of 
the damage towards the east to improve the road plan 
in this area. Almost the only suggestion we made that 
is not confirmed by the Ministry is that for a measure 
of double levels for the road system, which we regard 
as offering very great relief to traffic conditions, though 
the review does hint that communications, both above 
and below ground, must be treated in relation to the 
need for improving the means of communication. 

Another feature in the City plan and report with 
which the Ministry is most emphatically in disagreement 
is the omission of any proposals as regards the railways, 
more especially in the case of the Ludgate Hill viaduct 
and the high-level terminus at Fencburch-street. Now 
of course, until the railways and other statutory under- 
takings are brought within the scope of a Town Planning 
Act, local authorities are disinclined to attempt to 
bring these into their programme, but it is surely de- 
sirable that a body of such importance as the City Cor- 
poration should express its views on any development 
within its area which it must regard as injurious to the 
amenities. The L.C.C. has already done this, a pro- 
cedure which should at least give a strong lead to the 
Government towards providing the necessary powers 
for unifying such problems. 

Various professional and other bodies have pointed 
out defects in the City plan, and now that we have at 
last this adverse opinion on it from the Ministry, it 
must surely be obvious that the scheme has to be taken 
back and a fresh start made, abandoning certain assump- 
tions which have hitherto dominated the proposals to 
their detriment. One of these is the strict limitation 
to the area within the City boundary, another the attempt 
to reduce land acquisition to a minimum, and a third the 
obvious reluctance to make any comprehensive change 
in the street pattern of the central area. The traditional 
conservatism of the City has been responsible for this 
attitude, and the Minister’s advice to secure a town 
planning adviser should provide that while this aspect 
has a fair measure of respect, it should not be allowed to 
operate to the detriment of a sound plan exbibiting the 
imaginative qualities that the re-design of the City 
demands. 

The absence of the name of either an architect or a 
town planner from the scheme strikes one as a 
curious omission which may account for the apparent 
disregard of the leading principles of design which it 
displays. If, or when, a consultant is appointed, surely 
the architect should take a share in the work, as in the 
case of the L.C.C., and the result might then be a plan 
worthy of the City as the centre of London. The excuse 


that is being made that the present one is only a tentative 


and preliminary effort is invalid in view of the fact that 
it in no way embodies the basic principles that should 
dominate the reconstruction of our capital city. 
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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN MINISTRY AND. CITY CORPORATION. 


Fot.ow1ne is a copy of the letter of the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning to 
the City Corporation, 

Smm,—I am directed by the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning to refer to 
your letter of July 31, 1944, forwarding 
copies of a Report of the Improvements 
and Town Planning Committee of the Cor- 
poration with regard to -war develop- 
ment of the City of London. 


Mr. Morrison understands that the 
Report was submitted to the Court of 
Common Council on. July 26, 1944, i.e., 
before the passing of the Town and Coun- 
try Planning Act, 1944, and has since been 
referred back by the Court to the Com- 
mittee for the consideration of such obser- 
vations upon the Report as might be 
received. 

Mr. Morrison’s attention has also been 
drawn to ‘the resolutions as to the pro- 
cedure for dealing with war-damaged areas 
adopted by the Court of Common Council 
on April 12 last. 


The Report has now been very fully con- 
sidered by this Department, and in the 
course of this consideration regard has been 
had to the observations on the proposed 
plan by the Sorel Fine Art Commission, a 
copy of which has been sent to the Minis- 
ter, and of other bodies interested in the 
matter. 

Mr. Morrison now desires me to inform 
yon that, should the plan put forward by 
the Improvements and Town Planning 
Committee be adopted by the Corporation 
he would find great difficulty in approving 
it as the basis on which the reconstruction 
and redevelopment of the City, under the 

wers conferred on the Corporation by the 
a and Country Planning Act of 1944 
and other enabling legislation, is to be 
carried out and by which the giving or 
withholding of interim development per- 
missions by the Corporation is to be 
guided. 

In the appendix to this letter, specific 
reference is made to what seem to Mr. 
Morrison to be some of the more important 
of the detailed defects of the Plan. Mr. 
Morrison feels, however, that the matter 
cannot usefully be dealt with by detailed 
criticism and amendment. In his view, 
the proper course for the Corporation to 
take is to direct an entirely new attempt 
to be made, under the guidance of some 
person or persons of admitted competence 
and authority in town planning, to lay 
down the lines along which, both in the 
immediate post-war period and during the 
next 50 or 60 years, the reconstruction and 
redevelopment of the City should be 
directed. 


The City of London is the heart of the 
test and most famous city in the world, 
the capital of the British Commonwealth 
of Nations, and a centre of world trade, 
commerce and finance; it possesses buildings 
and remains of the greatest architectural, 
historical and antiquarian interest, and is 
at the same time the work-place of con- 
siderably more than half a million persons. 
A great opportunity was lost in 1666 of 
laying it out afresh in such a manner as 
to enable it to fulfil those various func- 
tions in the most ample manner, and to 
develop along lines which would enable it 
to continue to fulfil them. An even greater 
opportunity has now occurred, and the 
Minister feels very strongly that the fullest 
advantage of it must be taken. 


Mr. Morrison is confident that. the City 
Corporation have not been and will not be 


unmindful of the considerations set out in 
the previous paragraph or of the fact that 
the reconstruction ofthe City, after the 
widespread destruction inflicted upon it 
by the enemy in the course of thé recent 
war with Germany, is a matter not merely 
of local interest, but will be watched, and 
watched jealously throughout the British 
Commonwealth of Nations and throughout 
the world. 

Mr. Morrison does not desire, any more 
than do the Committee, that the Plan 
finally approved should be something “‘ re- 
mote from execution ’’ ; but on the other 
hand he would not wish wholly to dismiss, 
as the Committee appear somewhat sum- 
marily to do, the conception presented at 
(1) in paragraph 28 of their Report. He 
does not suggest that the reconstructed 
City should be either a ‘‘ museum piece,’’ 
or that it should be dominated by the 
desire to produce magnificent ‘‘ vistas ”’ to 
selected points of interest, thereby in either 
case sacrificing most of its true function 
and tradition, He is, however, convinced 
that the makers of the -Plan should 
approach their task by asking ‘‘ What sort 
of place should the centre of a world 
capital, with an ancient and glorious 
history and a thriving and growing modern 
life, be?’ The main purpose, however, 
which has actuated the preparation of the 
Plan now before him appears to him to be 
‘How can some of the major incon- 
veniences of the pre-war City be palliated 
consistently with the least possible change 
in the existing layout and ownerships.” 

The Minister feels strongly, as no 
doubt the Corporation do also, that the 
preparation of an approved Plan has now 
become a matter of urgency in view, inter 
alia, of the applications for interim de- 
velopment permission which are now, he 
understands, being received in increasing 
numbers by the Corporation. He therefore 
recommends, for the early, and, he hopes, 
favourable consideration of the Corpora- 
tion, that they should appoint one of the 
leading town-planning experts to prepare, 
within the next six months, a new Recon- 
struction Plan for their consideration, and 
should place at his disposal all the avail- 
able material (including the admirable sur- 
vey made in 1936 under the guidance of 
Mr. Gerald Eve), staff and other assistance 
which he may need. The Minister, for his 
part, would be very ready to put at the 
disposal of the Corporation any assistance 
which they may require and he can give. 
Should the City Authorities desire to dis- 
cuss with him, or with his Department, any 
of the matters dealt with in this letter, he 
would be happy to make the necessary 
arrangements, 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
'  (Sgd.) Grorrrey Wuiskarp. 

The Town Clerk, 

Public Health Department, 
Guildhall, E.C.2. 


THE APPENDIX. 


Following is the text of the appendix 
referred to in the foregoing letter :— 

1. The Report (page (b)) refers to ‘‘.. . 
this ancient City, the Capital of the Britis 
Commonwealth of Nations, and the centre 
of the world’s commerce.’’ This is a suffi- 
ciently apt description ; and it follows that 
in framing a plan of reconstruction for the 
City of London there must be kept in 
mind the fundamental importance of main- 
taining its character and historic associa- 
tions as a capital city, and equally of main- 
taining it as a centre of commerce. 
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A, Capital City. 

2. It is not suggested that the character 
of the City as a capital should be empha- 
sised by a series: of ‘‘ vistas,’’ which would 
in any case be inappropriate to a business 
centre. What is meant is that the City, 
in its layout and aspect, and in the settings 
it provides for ‘historic buildings and 

ern offices alike, should be visibly the 
capital of a world-wide community of great 
nations. 

3. Such a result is unlikely to be achieved 
by the Plan now presented. The two great 
monuments—St. Paul’s and the Tower of 
London—are not shown to greater advan- 
tage, in spite of the opening out of axial 
views of the Cathedral transepts. Far too 
many awkward sites occur, on which’ it 
would be impossible to erect fine—or even 
adequate—buildings. Indeed, the proposed 
redevelopment of the City in general 
appears to be dominated by the desire to 
avoid the, purchase of land, and to inter- 
fere as little as possible with existing 
ownership boundaries. 

4. No specific reference is made to the 
value of a high standard of architecture 
and civic design, nor is any indication 
given of how this would be achieved. The 
proposals governing the height of build- 
ings (except in the area surrounding St. 
Paul’s where special provision is made) 
coupled with the suggestion (para. 71) that 
owners should be required to build up to 
the maximum height permitted would be 
liable to result in a dull uniformity of 
frontage heights on all streets, that would 
be of no particular value. At the same 
time, there is no proposal to secure har- 
mony of character, nor any interest in the 
modelling or architectural grouping of 
large buildings. 

5. Much of the history of the City (more 
perhaps than in any other capital) is em- 
bodied in its layout and street plan, with 
which many famous names and functions 
are associated. Inasmuch as the Plan pro- 
poses no radical changes in layout, this 
aspect of history may said to be pre- 
served. But, in fact, substantial changes 
will have to be made. Some narrow streets 
are too easily blocked by traffic and need 
widening : others should be converted into 
pedestrian thoroughfares. In either case 
ancient associations can be most appro- 
priately preserved if the traditional centres 
of activity, e.g., banking, exchange, ware- 
housing, printing, the textile trade, are 
clearly defined, each with its special charac- 
ter-and appropriate layout and services. 

6. The treatment proposed for individual 
buildings of historical interest leaves much 
to be desired. Guildhall itself is not im- 
proved in its setting or approach. Traffic 
junctions seriously interfere with the use 
of the proposed open space around Tower 
Hill, a proposal in sharp contrast to that 
recently put forward by the Tower Hill 
Improvement Trust. No suitable recogni- 
tion is given to the historic Livery Halls; 
and some of the City Churches, though pre- 
served, are shown in alien settings. It is 
doubtful whether car-parking is a suitable 
use to which to put any of the open space 
abutting on newly-revealed sections of 
London ‘Wall. And the symmetrical 
‘* place ’’ proposed for the forecourt of St. 
Paul’s would damage the old buildings 
associated with the Cathedral in order to 
produce an effect, visible only from the 
air, which does nothing to enhance the 
ceremonial importance of the west front of 
the Cathedral. 


A Centre of Commerce. 

7. Half a million people have their daily 
work in the City. Many more need to visit 
is each day; and countless others find it 
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THE CITY, FROM THE AIR: A view showing the scale of devastation caused by air raids. 


merely an unwelcome bottleneck as they 
pass through it on their way elsewhere. 
Working efficiency and traffic efficiency 
are, therefore, the keys to the situation. 
In regard to working efficiency the layout 
ghonid provide convenience and accommo- 
dation and ease of circulation. In regard 
to traffic efficiency the main road system 
should improve access for those who need 
it and offer diversion to those who do not. 
Primarily, the communications (above and 
below ground) should be the means to an 
end, viz., to serve the needs of the com- 
munity working in the area. 

8. This feulenettas requirement has 
not been grasped. The Plan, inside the 
proposed ring road, is in the main limited 
to road improvements and the reinstate- 
ment of the war-damaged areas. No 
attempt has been made to bring under 
review the square mile of the City as a 
related whole or to make long-term pro- 
vision for a comprehensive framework of 
redevelopment. 

9. Site Development. To achieve work- 
ing efficiency in the City’s replanning it is 
obviously necessary to amalgamate plots 
and to lay out afresh the war-damaged 
areas. The present Plan fails to do so. 

10. Apparently there is to be ‘no control 
over building blocks in relation to one 
another or over the individual blocks in 
order to improve daylight, air, convenience 


and circulation. The opportunity to draw 
upon modern experience in regard to build- 
ing volume and architectural form and 
efficiency is in danger of being lost. 

11. The provision of open spaces is in- 
adequate, and in this regard the Chartered 
Surveyors’ Institution makes a criticism 
that has wider significance than for its 
immediate context. They write—‘‘ The 
extensive damaged areas should allow sub- 
stantial provision to be made [for open 
spaces], and it is clearly better that these 
spaces should be sited in considered rela- 
tionship to redevelopment rather than that 
redevelopment be allowed to proceed with 
the idea that any spaces not required for 
building could subsequently be taken over 
for open spaces. . . . Something better 
should be planned than reliance on church- 
yards and burial grounds.” 

12. It-is not only in these respects that 
the Plan is poor estate development. The 
total accommodation for which it allows 
is, according to the City’s Report, 
to be at any rate 50 per cent. in 
excess of previous accommodation, but 
is probably nearer double that figure. 
The Report advances no _ justification 
for such an increase which would m 
fact be a reversal of the westward trend 
from the City that has taken place in 
recent years. To the extent that such a 
trend arose from the inconvenience of 


access to, and work in, this congested area, 
and not from more fundamental causes, it 
is capable of reversal. But as has already 
been shown, the present Plan affords no 
ground for confidence in this respect. This 
is not the way to re-create values—a task 
which will be difficult enough in itself 
in view of the ‘‘ dead” period that 
must intervene before rebuilding will be 
anything like complete. Moreover, the 
Plan attempts no orderly distribution and 
gradation of values over the whole of the 
area to be rebuilt. It concentrates the de- 
velopment on main frontages and tends to 
leave the hinterland something of a barren 
waste. This requires the most careful 
scrutiny by competent valuers of develop- 
ment possibilities. 

13. Communications in relation to sur- 
rounding development. The first require- 
ment for traffic efficiency is to drain oft 
from the central thoroughfares traffic that 
does not need to pass down them. By- 
passing both along the north and south 
flanks of the central area is wanted, and 
has to some extent been met by the pro- 
jected ring road. The Ministry of War 
Transport will no doubt advise whether 
the routes selected and the junctions will 
provide a good traffic flow, but it is proper 
to say at once that the ring road as planned 
encourages buildings to a maximum height 
on frontages that have direct access to it. 
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Having regard to the width proposed and 
in the absence of provision for service roadz 
or some other method of dealing with wait- 
ing and standing traffic, this must impair 
its purpose. 

4. As to the central area itself, the sug- 
gested street improvements bear no zela- 
tion tq the permitted increased volume of 
neighbouring buildings, and are in man 
cases opportunist and piecemeal. If in fact 
building volume is increased there is a 
serious danger that traffic blocks will con- 
tinue and at some points may even be in- 
tensified. For the rest, the street pattern 
generally has not been designed to serve 
the business activities essential to the City’s 
well-being. Nevertheless, the improve- 
ments bill will be an exceedingly heavy 
one ; and the same amount of money could 
be spent to better purpose. Moreover. 
there are important areas, e.g., those east 
of the Bank, in which no proposals for an 
improved street system are made. 

15. The railway termini and the whole- 
sale markets are cardinal matters for con- 
sideration because of their bearing on 
traffic congestion 

(a) Railway termini. Some of these do 
not fall within badly damaged areas, and 
it may not therefore be necessary to 
suggest solutions at this date, although it 
would have been preferable to have taker! 
them iinto account in some general, if 
tentative, assessment of future possibili- 
ties, particularly as radical proposals for 
change have been advanced in the County 
of London Plan. But two termini—Fen- 
church-street and Holborn (including St. 
Paul’s)—fall within probable Reconstruc- 
tion Areas at once. Their location affects 
surrounding development to the improve- 
ment of which attention should be directed 
by the Plan. The City Corporation, how- 
ever, turns aside from the whole question 
on the ground that this expenditure is not 
for them to face. 

(b) Of the three principal markets. 
Billingsgate has for long been @ centre of 
congestion. Leadenhall also probably calls 
for criticism ; but Smithfield is much better 
sited, reasonably spacious and has good 
approaches. In regard to Billingsgate, 
the line proposed for the ring road will 
complicate the situation. Traffic to and 
from the market will have to cross and 
turn in the ring road to the detriment of 
both the market traffic and the through 
traffic for which the ring road is designed. 
The Plan refrains from tackling the funda- 
mental question—namely, whether it 
should not be wholly removed to some 
other site, for example one in the neigh- 
bourhood of the northern termini. 


DISCUSSION IN GUILDHALL. 


A meeting to consider the Minister’s 
letter was held by the Court of Common 
Council on Wednesday, July 25. The 
Lord Mayor (Sit Frank 8. Alexander) 
presided. A report of the Improvements 
and Town Planning Committee recom- 
mended :— 

(1) That the Court should express its 
regret that His Majesty’s Minister 
should, after a period of 12 months’ 
consideration of the Committee’s pro- 
visional plan, to the preparation of 
which a period of over three and a half 
years has been devoted, find it necessary 
to suggest that it should be abandoned 
and that an entirely new attempt should 
be made to replan the City. 

(2) That having regard, however, to 
the views expressed on behalf of the 
Minister, the Court should authorise 
the Committee to appoint a consultant 
or consultants to advise them and that 
the necessary Standing Orders be sus- 
pended accordingly. ; 

(3) That the Committee be instructed 
to place before such consultant or con- 
sultants the provisional plan, together 
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with the letter of the Ministry and all - 


criticisms received, with instructions 

to report generally thereon, 

Also recommending that in the event 
of the es ay, recommendations be 
adopted, the Committee be authorise 
to seek an early conference with the 
Minister in order to express to him the 
views of the Court, and to acquaint him 
of the course which the Court proposes 
to adopt. 

The CHarrMaNn of the Committee (Mr. 
Sheriff Elect Frederick Tidbury Beer) 
moved the adoption of these reeommenda- 
tions, saying that the Improvements and 
Town Planning Committee, on a reference 
of July 24, 1941, had prepared a report on 
reconstruction in the City of London, 
and copies of that report had been for- 
warded to various Ministers and to pub- 
lic and technical bodies. Observations 
had been invited and some had been re- 
ceived containing valuable and construc- 
tive criticism. these had been con- 
sidered by the City Engineer, and a re- 
port was now in preparation which 
would provide various amendments to 
the draft scheme., But three weeks ago 
the Committee had received the criticisms 
of the Minister of Town and Country 
Planning. Those of the Minister of 
Transport were still awaited. 

. Beer recounted the various steps 
that had been taken by the Corporation 
from the time of the issue of the draft 
until the receipt of the Minister’s letter, 
and said that the vital criticism thi$ 
letter made was to the effect that the 
whole basis of the plan was wrong. The 
Minister had been in personal contaci 
with members of the Corporation and its 
officials on more than one occasion—e.g., 
at the yd of the Exhibition of the 
Plan in the Royal Exchange, at the House 
of Commons and, in April last, when he 
had been the guest of the Improvements 
and Town Planning Committee at its 
annual luncheon; but on no occasion had 
he given a hint that he was not in accord 
with the plan. Corporation officers, par- 
ticularly their Engineer, had conferred 
with e technical advisers of the 
Ministry. Many of the points made in 
the Minister’s letter were bound up with 
the use of the Corporation’s powers of 
compulsory acquisition. Obviously the 
greater the compulsory acquisition the 
easier planning would become. It would 
mean broader thoroughfares, additional 
open spaces, and so on, but the plan had 
never been intended to be other than a 
draft, and would have been amended to a 
greater or less extent in accordance with 
the views received, the views of citizens 
and the financial position. With regard 
to railways, the Committee adhered to 
views it- had previously expressed. It 
was not prepared to accept the financial 
burden involved in the Minister’s pro- 
posals. As to the suggested appointment 
of town planning experts, in the past the 
policy of the Committee had been against 
seeking expert advice; but the City pre- 
sented a most complicated problem of 
reconstruction and replanning, and how- 
ever competent the City Engineer, the 
Corporation must have the advice of the 
finest experts in town planning, architec- 
ture, etc.; and the Minister’s suggestion 
to call in consultants was welcome. This 
might mean scrapping the Committee’s 
proposals, but it would not mean that the 
work of the last three and a half years 
had been wasted. A great deal of valu- 
able experience had been gained which 
would form material for discussion with 
the experts. The Corporation knew what 
the City required, and the Minister knew 
what he required. Let the two parties col- 
laborate and strike a balanced view. 

Captain Alfred Instone supported the 
proposals of the Committee, but moved 
as an amendment the addition of the 
following clause :— 

“To urge upon the Minister in view 
of the acute shortage of business pre- 
mises and the certainty of traffic con- 
gestion in the City in the near future, 
that the Minister sanction, without de- 
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lay, an agresd short-term development _ 
eme of rebuilding and road construc- 
tion of high priority pending the re 

tion of a new long-term plan which , 

embody the short-term development 

scheme.” were , 

Mr. Claude W. Dennis, speaking as 
Chairman of the Committee that had pre- 
sented the original report, said he en- 
tirely agreed with the remarks of Mr. 
Beer. To be told now to scrap the result 
of three and a half years’ work was dis- 

aceful. At no time while he had been 

hairman had the Committee refused ex- 
pert advice; what he had said all along 
was that at the proper time the Com- 
mittee would advise the Court of Common 
Council to call in experts in engineering, 
architecture and wherever else necessary. 
In the opinion of himself and his Com- 
mittee it would not be right at the 
moment to call in a town planner as such 
to deal with an undeveloped site; and he 
was still in the same line of thought. 

Mr. H. S. Syrett complained that the 
Corporation had been treated discourte- 
ously by the Minister, and the letter 
showed a lack of knowledge of the re- 

uirements and aren | possibilities of 
the City. The Guildhall was a matter 
for an architect, so also was Saint Paul’s, 
and the Committee had been in commu- 
nication with the Dean and Chapter. The 
Corporation should get experts of the 
greatest possible reputation to tell them 
where the report had gone wrong. They 
had never suggested it was perfect. It 
had been presented as a tentative docu- 
ment. 

Sir George H. Wilkinson said the 
Minister said that apparently the main 
purpose which had actuated the prepara- 
tion of the Plan was how to palliate the 
major inconveniences of the pre-war City 
consistently with the least possible 
or of lay out and inner use. But 
the Committee had not dealt with the 
matter in that way; they had suggested 
a ring route’ which made drastic sug- 
gestions and many diversions. But such 
services as electricity, gas, water and 
sewers under the chief roads represented 
millions of capital, and they had to be 
considered in forming a new plan. True, 
devastated areas could be laid out afresh, 
but the best parts of the City had been 
saved, and, to a certain extent, the plan- > 
ning of the streets and the expenditure 
already involved must be adhered to. The 
Minister said that the existence of 
damaged areas should allow substantial 
provision to be made for open space. 
Open space might be considered, but not 
substantial open space within the square 
mile. The City was a place where people 
came to work not play. The worker’s 
home was outside the City. The letter 
objected to the intended reversal of the 
westward trend that business had taken 
of late years, but the reason people had 
gone west was because there was so much 
congestion in the City that there was no 
accommodation to put down. customers, 
and only a poor display for their goods. 
With the replanned City and finer build- 
ings the westward trend would cease. 

t. Douglas Young said the Minister 
had acted wisely in not giving a hasty 
criticism on a report which had taken 
so long to prepare. The Corporation 
should take that advice in the right 
spirit. 

Mr. Stanley Crosse said that in_the 
matter of town planning, the City of Lon- 
don was a vital pin point, and what it 
did affected all outside. It was just as 
important for those outside as for those 
inside that the City’s ring road should 
be right. He did not believé that most 
of the members of the Corporation were 
competent to judge a question of that 
kind. He did not think it unreasonable 
that they should call in the best con- 
sultants when replanning probably for 
centuries. 

Mr. John Conoley said he was entirely 
in favour of the amendment, If it would 
help the job — let them have the 
finest consultants, but in the meantime 
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let them reply to the Minister saying 

there were thousands of ratepayers 

anxious to come back. ‘‘ Please give us 
rmission to develop some areas. of the 
ity.” 

Major Sandle said the Court of Com- 
mon Council as such had not yet agreed 
any of the basic principles upon which 
the plan should proceed. , Before they 
could go to detail they must decide what 
was to be done about markets, railways, 
churches, etc., and have clear views on 
zoning and other matters of that kind. 
As far as he could see, what the Minister 
required was that the Corporation should 
wipe out the whole of the City of London 
and, like Sir Christopher Wren, drew up 
something which would look pretty on 
paper but would be impossible of per- 
formance. The plan was capable of 
amendment on lines which would make 
it acceptable, but before the final amend- 
ments were made the Court of Common 
Council must advise the Committee on 
these matters of primary consideration. 
The Minister made no suggestion how the 
scherne was to be financed, and the Cor- 
poration could m. they could not pro- 
ceed on the plan they had drawn, or the 
one the Minister envisaged, with the 
financial powers at present at their 
disposal. If the appointment of an expert 
would secure the approval of the Ministry 
the expense would be small in compari- 
son with the total amount involved; but 
experience showed that the experts’ pro- 

osals were not likely to receive approval 
ae 28 none of the reports had been 
adopted. How could the Corporation 
feel that if they had an outside expert 
they would have the Minister’s approval 
of the plan? It would be a disaster if 
they spent another 12 months having their 

lan overhauled by an expert and still 
ad it rejected. 

Mr. W. H. Gunton said he would refer 
to alternative suggestions which would 
help to show the problem’ to be faced 
in arriving at a plan acceptable*‘not only 
to the Corporation but to a majority of 
the bodies offering suggestions and to the 
Ministry. Suggestions had come in from 
two main sources, first of all those of a 
limited or personal aspect, such as the 
Port of London Authority, the Dean of 
St. Paul’s, the Town Planning Improve- 
ments Society, adjoining local authori- 
ties and a few private interests. The 
second section took a national view. This 
consisted of the Royal Fine Art Commis- 
sion, the Royal Academy, the Chartered 
Surveyors’ Institution, the Association of 
City Property Owners, the Surveyors of 
the 12 Livery Companies and the Auction- 
eers’ and Estate Agents’ Institute. All 
had done useful work and got out in- 
teresting proposals. If the Corporation 
was to arrive at a new plan, incorporating 
some of these ideas, it was essential to 
have someone to assist and advise, who 
would be asked to Jook at the various 
criticisms directed against the Corpora- 
tion’s plan, consider the constructive 
proposals made, and make suggestions 
for a‘new plan. This was not giving way 
to the suggestion that the Corporation 
should tear up its scheme and ask the 
Minister to - Age someone to do the 
job. Among the parts of the scheme that 
had attracted criticism was the ring route, 
particularly the western connection, 
around Tower Hill and around St. Paul’s. 
markets, open spaces, height and us¢ 
zoning and thé general basis of the 
scheme. The basis of the scheme was one 
that could be carried out in from 20 to 
25 years, and was intended to be practic- 
able and fairly easy of realisation. It 
was approved by the Association of City 
Property Owners, the — Companies, 
and the Auctioneers’ and Estate Agents’ 
Institute. The Royal Fine Art Commis- 
sion agreed with the scheme in principle, 
but made a Ly number of suggestions. 
The Chartered Surveyors’ Institution was 
also in general agreement. Only the 


Royal Academy, in company with the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning, 
was against the principles on which 
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the Corporation had gone. To summarise, 
there was a great deal of raw material 
from which a new scheme coyld be 
evolved, and a great measure of lack of 
agreement amongst the critics. He sup- 
ported the proposal for the best advice. 

Other speakers took part in the course 
of a very long debate. 

The amendment asking for a short-term 
policy was put to the vote, and the show 
of hands was so nearly even that the vote 
had to be taken again. In the final result 
it was defeated. 

A number of other less important 
amendments were then taken. None was 
carried and the Committee’s report was 
adopted as presented. 


MR. MORRISON’S REPLY TO COURT. 

In a letter in Monday’s Times, Mr. 
W. 8. Morrison, lately Minister of Town 
and Country Planning, replies to criti- 
cisms made by Mr. H. 8. Syrett (member 
of the Town Planning Committee of the 
Corporation). Replying to the complaint 
that instead of sending a letter to the Cor- 
poration he (the Minister) should have dis. 
cussed the matter ‘‘in a _ reasonable 
manner across the conference table,’’ Mr. 
Morrison says that the inference is that 
the Planning Committee has been afforded 


no opportunity of considering his criticisms 
and suggestions and that the latter were 
first known when they read the Ministry’s 
letter. Mr. Morrison points out that, ‘in 
fact, the Committee were advised some 
years ago by Lord Reith to employ a town 
planning consultant of eminence and 
authority—advice which has been more 
than once repeated. . . . As for my criti- 
cisms of the plan, there have been a num- 
ber of meetings and letters between our 
respective officials in the past three years; 
and I should be surprised to learn that 
the officials, at least, of the Corporation 
had any doubt that the views of the 
Ministry of the plan were not particularly 
favourable.” In regard to the complaint 
of delay, Mr. Morrison writes : ‘‘ Although 
the draft plan was published in July, 1944, 
it had not at the date of the letter from 
my Ministry (July 2, 1945) been approved 
or, so far as I am aware, considered by 
the Corporation. . . . If it is reasonable 
that the committee should take over a year 
in considering the criticisms they have re- 
ceived, is it not equally reasonable that 
my Ministry should take a like time to 
consider the plan as a whole, in consulta- 
tion with other departments affected 
thereby ?,”’ 
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MANCHESTER & DISTRICT PLANNING EXHIBITION 


yPrepanes under the direction of R. NICHOLAS, M.Inst.C.E., M.T.P.1., CITY SURVEYOR, 
and G. NOEL HILL, F.R.I.B A., M.T.P.I., lately CITY ARCHITECT. 


Tue Pxianninc ExHIBITION WHICH WAS 
opened at the Manchester Art Gallery by 
Mr. W. S. Morrison (late Minister of 
Town and Country Planning) on July 20 
is the result of intensive research under 
the direction of Mr. R. Nicholas, the City 
Surveyor and Engineer of Manchester, and 
Honorary Surveyor to the Manchester and 
District Regional Committee. 

Over two years ago a start was made 
with a very small planning staff, and 
although the City Council approved of a 
large extension of this staff, great diffi- 
culty was encountered in obtaining the 
services of efficient and capable assistants. 
The wartial completion of the air-raid 
shelters programme released a number of 
technical assistants for planning, but the 
majority of the large amount of work has 
been carried out during the past 18 
months. Valuable information has readily 
been given by other Departments of the 
Corporation and by Fai “ates to the 
other 13 constituent authorities of the 
Regional Committee. The City Surveyor 


was authorised to prepare and publish 
these tentative plans, but the constructive 
criticism of individuals and all sections of 
the community is sought, in order that the 
respective authorities may be in a better 
position to gauge the requirements and 
wishes of the public when official schemes 
are adopted. 

Some facts are helpful in assessing the 
plans. Manchester’s 1941 population was 
704,550—a figure which is expected to drop 
by 1991 to 483,350. The proposals now 
made provide for a total city population 
of 475,000 persons. Although the city 
has 22 parks, 52 recreation grounds and 
35 small open spaces, with a total of 2,209 
acres, this amounts to only three acres 
per 1,000 of the population. The plans 
envisage an increase to seven acres per 
1,000. Another important part of the a 
is the rearrangement of the existing four 
main railway stations as one. This would 
be known as the Trinity Station and would 
have main entrances from Manchester and 
Salford, besides subsidiary entrances. 


An integral part of the Exhibition— 
which is on view until September 5, at 
the Manchester Art Gallery—is three large 
drawings showing (a) the Manchester 
area, (b) the Regional Planning area, 
comprising the cities of Manchester and 
Salford, the boroughs of Eccles;, Middle- 
ton, Prestwich, Stretford, Swinton and 
Pendlebury, and the urban districts ' of 
Audenshaw, Denton, Droylsden, Fails- 
worth, Irlam, Urmston and Worsley ; and 
(c) the central drawing of the South-East 
Lancashire and North Cheshire Advisory 
Planning Committee scheme. A contoured 
model showing the Advisory Planning 
Area is also shown. 

Regional Highway diagrams show the 
existing network and the proposed road 
system. Research has shown that the 
present highway system will shortly be 
so congested that no Oale te widening 
would be sufficient. by the proper 
siting of ring roads, it is claimed, will 
efficient traffic -flow be obtained. An 
industrial survey has been conducted, 





which has led to a decision to redevelop 
the Bradford area of the city. Types of 
industry at present lacking will be en- 
couraged to establish themselves. 
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Following the survey of open spaces 
comes the plan for housing. The Maz- 
chester Planning Committee proposes that 
the city shall be divided up into districts, 


FROPOSED TRINITY STATION. 


Drawn by P. D. Hepworth. 


each comprising five neighbourhoods or 
thereabouts, each with its civic and social 
buildings. A particular problem will be 
the congested residential areas, in which 
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421,000 houses are affected. Two-thirds 
of their inhabitants will be transferred 
either to Wythenshawe or to a new satel- 
fite town. 42,500 houses will be required 
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outside the regional planning area. The 
scheme has been worked out on a 30-year 
basis, divided into five-year stages. In 
one of the later stages will come the estab- 


lishment of centres of learning, music, the 
arts and justice, which will come in the 
period when Manchester will not be need- 
ing to build outside its own boundaries. 
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COMPETITION FOR 
T.B. SANATORIUM, 
BALLYOWEN, DUBLIN 


WINNING DESIGN: By JOHN 
G. MANAHAN, B.Arch., 
A.R.I.B.A., & LOUIS C. 

PEPPARD, B.Arch., A.R.1.B.A. 


THE RESULT OF THIS OPEN COMPETITION 
was declared last week when the 
award was published in The Builder. 
There were 27 designs, of which that 
placed first, by Messrs. John G. 
Manahan and Louis C. Peppard, 
AA.R.I.B.A., 76, Malahide-road, Clon- 
tarf, Dublin, is illustrated in these 
pages. The work is estimated to cost 
£350,000. 





Right: The Block Plan. 
8B:low: The Nurses’ Home. 
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T.B. SANATORIUM, 
BALLYOWEN, DUBLIN > 


WINNING DESIGN : By JOHN 
G. MANAHAN, B.Arch., 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Building and the Election. 

Tue unparalleled swing to the “left ”’ 
which hag put in a Socialist Government 
with an ample majority is bound in the 
nature of things to foreshadow changes. 
To what extent these changes will affect 
the building industry is hard to forecast, 
but we shall expect to see a balance pre- 
served between State and individual, be- 
tween housing by local authority and 
building by free enterprise, without which 
the industry will lose vitality and, conse- 
quently, efficiency. 

It is worth recalling Mr. G. W. 
Buchanan’s recent remarks before the de- 
claration of the poll to the National 
Federation : ‘‘ Whichever Government is 
returned as the result of the recent elec- 
tion will need the assistance of this 
Federation. Whichever Government is re- 
turned can be assured of our helpful co- 
operation. For if there is one subject 
which should be taken right out of politics 
it is housing. Co-operation is better than 
control, and we shall make it clear to the 
new Government .that co-operation is not 
a one-way street.”’ 


M.P.s from the Building Industry. 

Tue General Election has seen the return 
of two architects, a housing expert, and 
Mr. George Hicks to the new House. Mr. 
A. C. Bossom (Maidstone, C.) is, of course, 
not a newcomer (he was first returned in 
1931), but Mr. Tom Braddock (Mitcham, 
Lab.) is in Parliament for the first_time 
after three unsuccessful contests at Wim- 
bledon. Mrs. Jean Mann (Coatbridge, 
Lab.) is hon. organising secretary of the 
Scottish branch of the Town and Country 
Planning Council and vice-president of the 
Housing and Town Planning Council. Sir 
Jonah Walker Smith and Mr. B. 8. Town- 
roe were defeated at Barrow-in-Furness 
and Nottingham West respectively, as was 
also Mr, O. Howard Leicester at Bethnal 
Green, 8.W. 

Mr. Bossom, who is 63, is a well-known 
figure in the British building industry, 
both as a consistent advocate of time and 
progress schedules and as a member of 
the M.O.W. Mission of 1943 to U.S.A. 
He is a F.R.I.B.A. Mr. Tom Braddock 
is also a Fellow R.I.B.A. He received his 
architectural education at the Architec- 
tural Association (where he won the Silver 
and Bronze Medals for Design. the 
R.I.B.A. Grissell Gold Medal, and was 
twice in the final for the Rome Scholar- 
shi After several years as assistant to 
architects (for three of them with the late 
J. B. Fulton) he spent some time as 
specialist designer and as general manager 
to George Jackson and Sons, the interior 
decorators. During this period he won 
competitions for war memorials at Dundee 
and Dorking. Later he joined Andrew 
Mather in partnership and designed with 
him a number of cinemas and office blocks. 
Since Mr. Mather’s death, Mr. Braddock 
has carried out work which includes 
several depots for the War Office, and is at 
present working on_ several housing 
schemes and a rehabilitation centre for 
merchant seamen. 


Housing Mission from U.S. 

A MISSION on housing sponsored in the 
United States by the National Committee 
on Housing Incorporated is now visiting 
this country. Heading the mission is Mrs. 
Samuel I. Rosenman, chairman of the 
committee, and the other members are Mr. 
Henry M. Propper, Mr. H. Adams Ash- 
forth, and Mr. Webster B. Todd. They 
are all of New York city. 

During their visit the mission will ex- 
change information on such questions as 
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private enterprise building, control of 
house rents and selling prices, subsidies, 
and planning. They expect to spend 
about a month over here, and among the 
provincial and Scottish centres they hope 
to visit are Edinburgh, Glasgow, Birming- 
ham, Liverpool, and Manchester. 


Builders to Visit Germany. 

Tue National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers has been invited by the 
Ministry of Works to suggest the names 
of members who might accompany tech- 
nical missions to Germany in the near 
future for the purpose of examining new 
methods of design, manufacture or con- 
struction which may have been developed 
there during the war. The missions are 
being arranged in conjunction with the 
Allied Control Commission. It is ex- 
pected that several visits will be made, as 
various parts of Germany become avail- 
able, and that each visit will last about a 
fortnight. 


Zetland County Architect. 

ZETLAND County Councit invite appli- 
cations, by August 31, for the post of 
County Architect, which includes that of 
Master of Works to the Education Com- 
mittee. Salary £450, rising to £500, plus 
war bonus (at present £60). Details are 
advertised elsewhere in this issue. 


St. Pancras Housing Panel. 

Messrs. A. M. Curry, F.R.I.B.A., 
Graham Dawbarn, F.R.I.B.A., and Ian 
B. M. Hamilton, F.R.I.B.A., have been 
laced on the St. Pancras B.C.’s Panel of 

ousing Architects. Mr. Hamilton is to 
prepare preliminary drawings for flats on 
the Oakley-square site, and Mr. Chitty is 
to prepare flat plans for the Cromer-street 
site. 


New County Architects. 

Mr. C. G. Sriuman, F.R.I.B.A., is to 
relinquish his position as County Archi- 
tect for West Sussex on his appointment 
as Middlesex County Architect, in place 
of Mr. W. T. Curtis, F.R.I.B.A., who has 
retired. 

Mr. C. H. Astin, F.R.1.B.A., has been 
appointed County Architect for Hertford- 
shire. He has, for the past 16 years, been 
Borough Architect of Derby. 

INVERNESS-SHIRE County Council have 
appointed as County Architect Lt.-Col. 
Alexander Cullen, O.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., 
F.S.I., who has previously been in private 
practice as architect and town-planning 
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consultant. He is 53. The post carries a 
salary, of £1,000, rising to £1,250. 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. G. W. Atperson, A.R.1.B.A., and 
LIEUTENANT ALLEN, A.R.I.B.A., have com- 
menced practice at Halifax Chambers, 32, 
St. Nicholas-street, Scarborough, as char- 
tered architects and surveyors, and will be 
pleased to receive trade circulars and 
catalogues. 

Messrs: H. V. Asnigey anp Winton 
Newman, F.R.I.B.A., chartered archi- 
tects, have returned to 3, Verulam-build- 
ings, Gray’s Inn, London, W.C.1. Tele- 
phone : Holborn 2804/5. 

Mr. Hersert Kencurncron, F.R.1.B.A., 
chartered architect, surveyor, has reopened 
a London office at 130, Crawford-street, 


Baker-street, W.1. Telephone: No. 
awaited. Telephone: Home address : 
Watford 5096. 

Mr. FE. H. Asusurner, B.Arch., 


F.R.I.B.A., has been appointed architect. 
to the Lunesdale Rural District Council 
for post-war housing. 

Mr. C. J. Eprm, F.R.1.B.A., chartered 
architect, ex-Royal Air Force, has re- 
sumed practice from 55, Pall Mall, S.W.1. 

‘The Board of Directors of the Great 
Western Railway Company have appointed 
Mr. B. Bannatyne Lewts, M.A., B.Arch., 
F.R.LB.A., as Architect to the company 
in succession to P. E. Culverhouse, 
F.R.I.B.A. Mr. Lewis, who was born in 
Tasmania in 1906 and educated at Mel- 
bourne and Liverpool Universities, served 
in the Australian Imperial Forces, 1940- 
43, until released on the application of 
the Ministry of War Transport to return 
to the G.W.R. 

Messrs. W. T. Hits anv Co., char: 
tered quantity surveyors, of 36, Torwood- 
street, Torquay, have opened a permanent 
branch office at Colum Buildings, Mount 


Stuart-square, Cardiff (telephone No. 
6389). rade catalogues, etc., will be 
appreciated. 


From The Builder of 1845. 
Saturday, August 2, 1845. 


New Hatt or Commerce, Ipswicno.—An 
entertainment was afterwards given in 
the hall, and the health of the architect, 
Mr. Clark, was proposed, amongst others, 
by the Mayor in flattering terms. It is so 
much the custom to forget the architect 
altogether at these ceremonies, and still 
more so in any account of them afterwards 
given by the Press, that we cannot omit 
mentioning the cireumstance:. 
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The Need to Decontro! Building. 
To rue Eprror or The Builder. 

Smr,—I venture to write to you on the 
subject of the relaxation of many of the 
controls imposed on the building industry 
during the war. Many members of the 
new Government have intimate associa- 
tiops with the building trade. They 
understand its applications from the bench 
to the drawing office. It is to be hoped 
they have not forgotten their fellow- 
workers now they have exchanged crafts 
for politics. 

What is of real concern to those who 
have the interests of the building trade 
at heart is the need for emancipating the 
industry from the shackles of war-time 
control. What should we say if the 
Government insisted on the black-out 
now that the war in Europe is over? Yet 
the species of restraint which is exercised 
in all the regions of England is very real 
and daily becomes more irksome. Shortly 
confusion will be increased when thou- 
sands of skilled craftsmen and designers 
are released, perhaps to be drafted to un- 
congenial work. So far, no one has had 
the temerity to ask for some measure of 
relief. There seems to be an overpower- 
ing. sense of fear in attacking bureau- 
cratic control. Well, sir, I have no such 
qualms, and I hope to enlist the sympathy 
of the many readers of The Builder in 
this just cause. 

If architects, engineers, builders and 
workers would combine in putting pres- 
sure on the new ministers a change would 
be brought about before Christmas. 

A. E. RicHaRpson. 

Ampthill, Bedfordshire. 


Architects’ Salaries. 
To THE Eprtor or The Builder. 

Sm,—The R.1.B.A. recently issued (see 
The Builder, July ¢) a statement on pro- 
posed salaries for official architects which, 
if adopted, would go far to meet the needs 
of our long-suffering profession. But how 
long will it take the various authorities to 
put the new scales into operation? Adver- 
tisements still appear in the architectural 
papers asking for qualified architects with 
town-planning degrees at salaries as low as 
£350 to £400 per annum. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer recently admitted that 
the £ sterling is now worth only 8s. 6d., 
so when this fact and income tax are 
taken into account, it will be seen that 
the above-mentioned salaries are more 
than halved. 

It is to be hoped that, in view of the 
vast ‘new Government building pro- 
gramme, the R.I.B.A. scale of salaries 
will receive the urgent consideration it 
deserves 

As for those “ skinflint’’ employers in 
private practice who advertise ‘or assis- 
tant architects under the ‘state salary 
required *’ heading, I hope that some dark 
night the very paving stones will rise up 
and march in a regiment of protest to the 
R.1.B.A. and request that this iniquity be 
promptly stamped out! If these sort of 
people had their way architecture would 
revert to the sweated industry it unfortu- 
nately was for many years in the bad old 
days of pupilage. JUDEX. 


Housing and the Sanitarian. 
To tHe Epiror or The Builder. 
Sm,—I feel I must reply to the com- 
ments of my colleague, R. Haslam, in 
your issue of 7’he Butlder, June 8. I 
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regret my reply is delayed, but you will 
see from the address that The Builder 
does not reach me very quickly. 

Mr, Haslam states that one of the, 
reasons for the one-pipe system is the 
appearance of the external gulley of the 
two-pipe system. I would suggest to him 
that this is really a minor point. The 
advocates of prefabricated internal con- 
cealed plumbing are concerned with 
efficiency, cleanliness, economy and 
appearance. I may add to his comments 
on the gulley that under the system he 
apparently supports our buildings are 
hideously disfigured by a complicated 
entanglement of varicose veins manifest in 
r.w.p. 8, soil-pipes, bath and sink wastes, 
These are further beautified by rheu- 
maticky bulbous swellings of the joints 
in the form of hopper heads and similar 
contrivances. : 

Again, he asserts—quite erroneously, of 
course—that prefabrication in plumbing 
means increased cost (or, in other words, 
mass-produced, scientifically exact plumb- 
ing panels are more expensive than the 
individual home-made article of the 
general plumber), an argument which is 
manifestly absurd. 

Yet again, he states that prefabrication 
means numerous voids in which cock- 
roaches, and ag smc other lively little 
friends, may live in secure comfort. I am 
assuming that he refers to scientifically 
designed prefabrication and not the 
pseudo-modern. In such cases I would 
ask him to study again the plans of true 
prefabrication which aim at the removal of 
all voids as far as is practicable—especi- 
ally those verminous runways of the old 
type of construction evidently favoured 
by him, e.g., the spaces behind skirting 
boards and under hollow floors, the all- 
too-often verminous picture-rail or the 
dirf-collecting area above the ordinary 
cupboard so beloved of the old-type 
builder. 

With regard to the ‘‘ kitchen” smells, 
due to the deposits from cooking gases in 
the structures immediately adjoining the 
cooker, it is surely a matter of choice of 
suitable material and suitable design. It 
occurs to me that much of the cooking 
odour after cooking has ceased comes 
from the decomposing deposits of fat, 
etc., retained on the rough surface of the 
average kitchen wall and ceiling. It is 
sufficient to say that Mr. Haslam has 
noticed this odour in the non-prefabricated 
house and therefore assumes that in the 
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future and’ as yet-unbuilt houses it will 
still be apparent. 

I agree with him that the outside ex- 
posed gulley is a boon to some housewives, 
but I do not agree with his plea that it 
should remain. He does not state in his 
letter exactly what he means by ‘‘a very 
useful outdoor installation to the house- 
wife,’”’ but I can only assume that he must 
have seen.it used to take large quantities 
of water which would otherwise be a 
little more difficult to dispose of. May I 
ask has he then examined the grating 
for potato peelings, tea leaves, cabbage 
stalks and other sundries which the house- 
wife believes will choke the sink waste 
but not the useful outside installation? 
Plumbing is a science, and should be 
regarded as such; the idea of the old 
‘* poke-a-pipe-through-there’’ school is 
dead, and must remain so. Our buildings 
have too long suffered from conservative 
hideousness. 

Ser. D. G. Hargis, 

Sierra Leone. M.R.San.T. 


Building Without a Licence. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sm,—A certain amount of con‘usion 
has been caused by a question recently 
raised in Parliament, and the official 
answer to it, as to the rights of persons 
to undertake building and repairing work 
without a licence, provided they do the 
work themselves without employing paid 
operatives and subject to materials being 
obtainable and purchased. The question 
and answer were basically sound, but the 
reference to building a house under the 
principle causes a certain amount of 
humour, and unfortunately has caused 
concern to some people who are under the 
impression that members of a family and 
a few friends can group themselves to- 
gether, probably as amateur builders, 
purchase the necessary materials and 
build a house. The basic soundness of 
the now established principle is that a 
member or members of a household, with 
or without the aid of friends or neigh- 
bours, may undertake small repairing 
and building works, subject to no wages 
being paid in money or presumably in 
kind, or by any financial manipulation 
such as treating or making presents, the 
avoidance of which may present no prac- 
tical difficulties to persons who delight in 
“fiddling ’’ or wangling in minor matters. 

Provided that a few roofing tiles and 
nails, which are in short supply but 
require no authorisation to purchase, can 
be bought and a ladder obtained, there 
appears to be nothing to prevent, under 
the new Order, any person or persons 
monkeying about on and with roof tiling 
and repairing it, provided they know how 
to do it. Similarly, a concrete path or a 
brick wall may be constructed, broken 
glass renewed, and painting and distem- 
pering done, as all the materials for these 
works can be obtained, if a builders’ mer- 
chant has them in stock, without autho- 
risation to purchase. If any of these 
works are connected with war damage 
repairs, and the amateur builders think 
the War Damage Commission will pay 
for them, they will perhaps have a shock, 
because unless thé’ amateurs are registered 
builders they will certainly have difficulty 
in filling in Form C2 AB and complying 
with ROD1. 

As for building 4 house, the difficulties 
are really so great that it is not only 
practically impossible to do so, but, if it 
were, the time required and the cost of 
building would be prohibitive. I mention 
cost purposely because, although there 
would be no labour costs, the cost of 
purchasing materials in small quantities 
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by non-builders, who cannot have the 
same knowledge as trained builders in 
requisitioning and ordering materials, 
from builders’ merchants, probably over a 
rather long period, would more than 
counterbalance the saving in labour costs. 
One outstanding example of this is that 
an ordinary brick-built small house re- 
quires about two standards of timber, the 
basic price for large quantities being, say, 
£55 standard, but which costs from £80 
to £100 standard when bought at the per- 
missible rate of not more than £1 per 
month. This not only means paying from 
£160 to £200 for the timber (instead of 
about £110), but it will take 160 to 200 
months to purchase it without a licence, 
and there‘ore the house would take from 
13 to 17 years or more’to complete! As 
it requires between 2,000 to 2,250 man- 
hours of trained building men to build a 
small house, and it is fairly safe to say 
that amateurs may be able to perform all 
the works in a manner which would make 
even a hardened jerry-builder blush with 
shame in, say, 3, man-boy-woman 
hours, it will be evident that very many 
evenings and week-ends would be neces- 
sary to complete the house, even if those 
many materials for which authorisation to 
purchase is essential could be obtained. 

Plant, including scaffolding and the 
many other items which are within its 
category, and the various insurances, and 
water for building purposes, cannot be 
considered as simple matters for amateur 
builders to tackle. 

There may also be difficulties in obtain- 
ing the services of an architect to prepare 
drawings for the various authorities, 
because his ‘‘fees’’ may be defined as 
‘* wages,’ and therefore .not allowed to 
be paid; even architects do not like 
working for nothing, and to call ‘“‘ fees” 
‘* wages ’’ would invite trouble. 

Building, with all its professional, 
industrial and operative, commercial and 
legal phases, requires a really great know- 
ledge, which no amateurs can be expected 
to have, and therefore they are well 
advised to wait until building mate- 
rials and labour become easier, and trained 
builders can undertake work at economic 
costs 

R. V. Bouveurton, A.I.Struct.E. 

Streatham, S.W.16. 


OBITUARY 


H. V. Ashley, F.R.1.B.A. 

We regret to record the death, on 
Sunday, of Mr. Henry Victor Ashley, 
F.R.1.B.A., architect (with his partner, 
Mr. Winton Newman) of the Masonic 
Peace Memorial building. A memoir will 
appear in our next issue. He was 72. 


C. B. Flockton, F.R.1.B.A. 

We regret to record the death of Mr. 
Charles Burrows Flockton, F.R.I.B.A., at 
the age of 78. Articled to Flockton and 
Gibbs in 1886, Charles Flockton was taken 
into partnership in 1895, since when he 
had designed Sheffield Royal Infirmary 
extensions, Worksop Cottage Hospital, 
and several cinemas, banks and other 
commercial buildings. He had been Sur- 
veyor to the Church Burgesses of Sheffield 
and held (at one time with his partner, 
the late Edward M. Gibbs) the appoint- 
ments of Surveyor to the Town Trustees, 
Birley’s Charity, and Sheffield Royal 
Grammar School. A past-member of 
R.I.B.A. Council, he was also past-presi- 
dent of the Sheffield Society of Architects 
and Surveyors. ° 


We also regret to announce the deaths of 
Sir Francis Cowlin and Mr. T. H. B. 
Scott, F.R.1.B.A. 
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THE LONDON HOUSING 


DRIVE 


BOMB REPAIRS CO-ORDINATED 
WITH LOCAL HOUSING PROGRAMMES. 


Tue Ministry of Works has issued a 
statement on ,the above subject), from 
which we take the following extracts :— 

The London Repairs Executive was 
brought into being at the height of the 
V-weapon bombardment, when the urgent 
need was for quick emergency repairs to 
keep roofs over the heads of as many 
people as possible. Now the situation has 
changed. Bomb repairs are no less urgent ; 
they carry a no less high priority, but 
they have become a part and not the 
whole of the London housing programme. 
Repairs take their place in correct perspec- 
tive within the whole housing drive. 

The change alters fundamentally the 
pattern of administration which will best 
meet the situation. The need of the war 
period was for a single centralised direc- 
tion to carry out repairs up to a minimum 
uniform standard and to switch the 
resources from borough to borough in the 
light of the ever-changing position caused 
by fresh attacks. The need of the present 
is for an increasing proportion of the 
necessary decisions to be made according 
to local requirements by the man on the 
spot. 

Each local authority has its own 
problems, which differ widely from one 
area to another. They vary according to 
the amount of damage received, the extent 
and progress of repairs, the number of 
large houses capable of conversion into 
flats, the progress made with sites for 
houses whether permanent or temporary, 
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and the nature of its permanent housing 
programme. To assess and meet this 
situation it is clearly essential that the 
use of labour and materials, and the 
balance of employment between one- part 
and another of the local housing pro- 
gramme, must be worked out and ad- 
ministered locally by the local authority. 

It is with these needs in mind that the 
Government have recently delegated to 
local authorities extended powers to grant 
licences for building work which will in- 
crease housing accommodation in their 
areas, and have broadened their powers of 
requisition and speeded np the procedure. 
These changes in the general situation call 
naturally and directly for changes in the 
administration responsible for handling 
and co-ordinating the work of local autho- 
rities in all matters concerned with 
housing. 

In view of the restarting of normal house 
building and of the disappearance of the 
war conditions which brought the London 
Repairs Executive into being during the 
bombardment, close control by a central 
executive body would no longer be appro- 
priate. It has, therefore, been decided to 
bring the London Repairs Executive iv 
an end. 

In order to co-ordinate the programmes 
of London local authorities over the whole 
field of housing, including bomb damage 
repair, as from July 26, an Interdepart- 
mental Committee has accordingly been 
set up comprising representatives of the 
Ministries of Health, Works, and Labour 
and National Service, and the War 
Damage Commission. Its terms of refer- 
ence are to plan and ensure due progress 
in the provision and repair of housing 
accommodation of every kind, and it will 
operate, as did the London Repairs Execu- 
tive, in the London Civil Defence Region 
and in such other areas adjacent to the 
Region as the Government may decide. 
The Government Department with which 
local authorities deal on housing matters 
generally is the Ministry of Health, and 
for this reason the new Interdepartmental 
Committee will be situated at the Ministry 
of Health. Its Chairman will be Mr. H. 
Symon, of that Ministry. 

Since June [1944] over a million dwell- 
ings in the London region have been 
repaired up to the emergency standard 
established last winter. Hundreds of 
thousands of homes have been completely 
repaired, but for the final decorations. In 
addition, substantial progress has been 
made with the repair of thousands of 
houses so badly damaged as to be 
uninhabitable. 

Much, however, remains. First, to com- 
plete the repair of the large number of 
dwellings which were so heavily damaged 
that they are not. at present habitable; 
secondly, to finish off the remaining repairs 
on several hundred thousand houses which 
have so far not been repaired beyond the 
emergency standard. The Government 
have already stated that they consider 
that the bulk of this work should be 
tackled before the winter sets in. 

War damage repair will inevitably form 
a very large part of the housing pro- 
gramme immediately before local authori- 
ties, and will continue to make heavy 
demands upon the resources of building 
labour and materials available to them. 
The provision of some additional comfort 
to the bombed families of London is, how- 
ever, rightly regarded by all as a very 
urgent task, and one which must continue 
to have high priority until it is completed. 


Education Architect Appointed. 

Mr. Eric A..W. Ixer, A.R.I.B.A., has 
been appointed architect to Northampton 
Borough Education Committee. 
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‘ PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works at London stations, or site, in London area as stated. Prices 
for smaller quantities ex merchant’s warehouse will of course be higher. Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at 
the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The prices of soft woods are for cash on delivery. 


; BRICKS, &c, £s. d. 
First Hard Stocks ...........+++- Tree ores tl ee, 
Second Hard Stocks ......... necsccese, .& 10.0 
WOE DORE soe ie SceStesees ce sesesesee 317 0 
Single Rough Stocks..........seeeeeeeee 311 0 
Common Stoke --555..50i4 0000s tn cveces TPE on ee | 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 


of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 
In addition, there will be 
the Levy under the Bricks (Charges) Order, Pp of 
ite in 
London London 
Rated Area, North 
Stations of Thames 
per 1,000 per 1,090 
s. d. oe 


obtained from job to job. 
3s. per 1,000. 
2¢ in. Phorpres. 


A discount of 6d. 1,000 only 
monthly account. 


a a ae beVenecteee ~ ae 
OE 5 RSM K ah ces Vesta WES 61 3 
OE NORD 5 cccancswcdseseese 79 3 
BYES Rp toil Sale 79 3 
WON aE a's Cae Ew else ce oR eee 79 9 


Best blue Pressed Staffs. . London Stns.).... 
Do. Builnose (London Stns.) 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns. 


£ 
il 
12 


) 0 
Best Pare 4 a (London Stns.) :— 
S. . 


 § Ses, ue: 
Giazep Bricks (London Stns.). 
Best White Ivory 
and Salt Glazed 
Stretcher 
Headers 
Quoins, Bullnose Splays and 
and44in.Flats 36 19 O Squints 


ee rasa eagere 


D’ble Headers 


Second Quality, £2 per 1,009 less than best. 
Other colours. Hard 


and buff, £2 extra over white. 
Glaze, £5 10s. extra over white. 


App Levy ON Bricks, 3/- per 1,000 except Glazed 


Bricks. 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered London Area. 
12 miles radius Charing Cross. 
HOLLow CLAY PARTITION BLOCKS. 
London Brick Company. 
Minimum Lorry Loads. Keyed. 
aed yd. 


” 


» ” 


” ” ” 
” 


Half blocks add 2s. per ‘yard super to above prices. 


CLINKER CONCRETE. 
Teal yd.sup. .. 2 Il - per yd. sup. 
CRANHAM TERRA COTTA. 
Nize 12 x 9 x 2” per yd. 
Size 12x9x24" ,, m 
Size12x9x3” ,, a 


iZxFnz 
2.298 OP in. 


CR PE oven svettoonsceededs 


Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 


Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 


both sides. 
STONE. 


Batu Stone.—Delivered in railway trucks at 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 
South Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube F 

Beer STONE—RANDOM BLOCK— 

Free on rail at Seaton Station per ft. cube 

Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, S.R. ,, 

Selected approximate size one way, Id. per 

cubic ft. extra, selected approximately 

three sizes or for special work, 3d. per 
cubic ft. extra. 

PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whithed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, Rly., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and Westbourne Park, 
Paddington, G.W.R. .... per ft. cube 

Do. do. delivered on road waggons as above 
stations per ft. cub. 

White basebed, 3d. per ft. cube extra. 

Nore.—id. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and td. beyond 30 ft. 

Horton-Woop SToNe— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire. 


s. 
Random blocks from 10ft.and over P.ft.cb. 


Sawn two sides 
Sawn three or four sides 
York Stone, BLue—Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered at any Goods Station, London, 

6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
30 ft. super) per ft. super 

6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto 

3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 


GONE CINE 50.0.0 doe. cpcccccne 
2 in. to 24 in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) .... a 
14 in. to 2 in. ditto .......... ea 


Harp York— 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
Scrappled random blocks . per ft. cube 


6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under _ 


40 ft. super) per ft. super 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto a 
4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random 


3in. ditto ‘ditto .... a 
2 in. self-faced random flags. .per yd. s sper 


s. d. 
ae 

Add 124% to Prices. 
D’ble Str'tch’rs .. 38 0 
o> 38.10. 0 
.-39 O O Oneside&twoends 39 10 0 
Shee wale 29 10 0 Twosides&oneend40 10 0 


38 0 0 
Cream 


10 


69 
71 
89 
89 
89 


! 


wwewew 


3 10 
4 


w 
- 
-scoo SO 


a 
—~ 


oid en 
== 


be “4 wea 
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CAST STONE. 
Delivered in London area in full van loads, per ft. 
cube : Plain, 10s. ; oulded, - 1 6d. 
Small section cills and copings, 15s. 


SAND. 


Thames Ballast .. 11s, 6d. per yd. 
10s. Od. 


Pit Ballast .......... » » | delivered 
rae” See 
Washed Sand........ 13s.0d. ,, ,, pPradius 
j in. Shingle ...... 10s. 6d. ,, ,, | Padding- 
in. Broken Brick 16s.0d. ,, ,, | ton. 
Pan Breeze ....cevcce ae Od: sc a 
CEMENT. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion, delivered London area 2a. 6; 
6 ton loads and upwards site .... perton 217 0 
E> DEORE 6s cv ecdawd ia adese tees 300 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80-ton lots ........ 214 6 
“ Ferrocrete ”’ Rapid Hardening Cement— 

6 ton loads and upwards site ............ 330 
ane a ee en poe re 3 60 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80-ton lots ........ 3 0 6 


“* Aquacrete ” Water Repellent, “ Blue Circle ” 
cement, 30s. per ton on ordinary “ Blue 
Circle” prices. 
“ Colorcrete’”’ Nos. 1 and 2. Coloured rapid 
Hardening Portland Cement in 6-ton lots 417 0 
* Colorcrete ” not rapid hardening, accord- 
ing to colour, from £7 to £15 10s. per ton. 
** Snowcrete ” White Portland Cement (in 
Se NE ED a ons cha wen ée00 Ga euse il 
Under one ton percwt. O11 
“417” Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 
Delivered Site London Area in 6 ton lots 


5 0 
- er 


NE IE a oo vn Veoh d ok'9 034 oo 05 oe 311 0 
Plus packages at current prices. 
Super Cement (Waterproof), bags extra 4 7 0 


Nore.—Jute sacks charged 35s. 6d. nett per ton 
(20 sacks) for quantities of or exceeding one ton. 

Less than one ton Is. 94d. nett each. 

Credit Is. 6d. nett each when returned in good con- 
dition within ” weeks, 


a, @. £ sd. 
Roman Cement 8 10 0O Keene’sCement,White 7 0 0 
Parian Cement 7 0 se ” ink 6100 
Cementone Colours for cement according to tints, per 


cwt. from £3 5s. Od. 
SLATES. 


First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate we 


Per 1,000 actual £ s. d. : 
mebp ia .sski- 0 SO MTO .. sce 27 2 6 
e2tyt2 2.2. cei ade 2 > ee a 6 6 
Sy | eae 38 0 O I16by10...... 245 0 
a ee 3617 6 16by8........18 15 0 
20 by 10, .......30°17 6 


Note: Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
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Write for fully illustrated booklet 
showing all types of King Sliding 
Door Gear 
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PLASTER. 
£s. d. £s. d. 
Coarse, Pink .. 4 2 6 Sirapite, Coarse 4 11 6 
» White ..410 0 ,, Finish 419.6 


Pioneer: 3... 5° SO 

Above prices for 4-ton loads and over London Area. 

Best Ground Blue Grey Stone Lime 3 1 0 
LiasLime ..3 7 6 ChalkLime.... 3 1 0 

Granite Chippings2 0 O Hair percwt. .. 3 15 0 

Note.—Sacks are charged Is. 9d. each, and credited 
Is. 6d. if returned in good condition within three 
months, carriage paid. 

Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags, £2 12s. 6d. 6-ton 
lots at railway depot. 


TILES. 


Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 





of not less than 6 tons................ Per 1,000 
- f.o.r. London. 

Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or 
Staffordshire district ................ £7 16 0 
Ditto hand-made ditto ............ 810 0 
Oriental Gis... 55 ck'cc cwesteccee §19 4% 
Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made ........ 17 6 
(per dozen) —Machine-made .. . 16 6 
Note: Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 

HARD WOOD. 
1 INCH AND UP THICK. 

Average price for prime quality Foot cube. 
s. d. *-e. ¢. 
Dry English Wainscot Billets .. 16 0 to 018 0 
Dry Slavonian Billet Wainscot... 17 0 to 1 0 0 
Dry Cuba Mahogany logs as ob Peed, eS 9 
Square-edged Honduras Mahogany 016 6 
Log Cut Honduras Mahogany .......... 017 6 
American Figured Oak ...........46- 013 0 
AMGEN FIMO oc cccncnee vic ctess 012 6 
SOE MNO SE oo c Sg cic rea caeencecte 013 0 
PUPPUUPMNS bhai c cictinsese ccesedee 012 6 
WEG: snipes sve aes Sishotsreseeabeody on 015 6 
American Whitewood ............+-e00: 012 6 
RITE OMNNOE oc oc csp oceacpecsens 0s 0 
African Mahogany ...........sssseeee. 011 0 
mp es, er rrr 019 0 
Australian Silky Oak ............-++45- 012 6 
Best Scotch glue .............. percwr. 5 O 0 
tb AAR ip ene per gallon 1 2 6 


SOFT WOOD. 


MERCHANTABLE BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINE. 
Minimum. Maximum. 


Scantlings in imported sizes a8 £ @ d. 
2 in. by 3in.to4in. by Ilin. 47 0 0 58 0 0 
PLANED BOARDS. 

Prime CLEAR BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINE. 

Per standard. 
e = d 
rem t Cabarensceseuseupe tee 71 0 0 
I in by 9 in. Per square. 
a 6d. 
1 in. plain edge flooring ......csccccccecce 56 3 
oe Dey GO ns 5's uo Hee = Ane sat ake 5 eeaastie 70 6 
1 in. tongued and grooved ...........++4++ 56 3 
SS POE |! ois sartodebsicnidccsedsandccses 70 6 
MATCHING. per square. 
$s. «ad. 
oth, becuesti bess hi ahelcwnaekneene causes 40 3 
PS S560 bh ae eRee PO Meee cccesacess 45 0 
BO adivicins cdue REIN DE Rd Dt nd seis Fe ves 59 0 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
Delivered in London. 
M.O.H. 
S.D. Biscocks CRUTCH HEAD, FOR IRON 
i in. 
33/- 51/— per doz. 
ToiLet Bis Cocks FOR IRON. 
In. In. 
60/- 72/- per doz. 
S.D. Stop Cocks For IRON. 
sin. Fin. Lin. Ifin, I4in. 2 in. 
33/- 48/—- 86/-— 209/— 281/— 456/—per doz 


S.D.S, Cocks witH Two UNIONS FOR LEAD. 

sin. Zin. Lin. I4in. ib in. 2 in. 

45/— 77/6 123/- 240/— 372/- 624/- per doz. 
Dous.e Nut BoiLer Screws. 

sin. Zin. lin. Ifin. 1} in. 2 in. 

5/6 = 6/ 11/— 24/- 36/— 56/— per doz. 

Heavy CROYDON BALL VALVES. 


4in. in. Lin. fin. 1) in. 

72/- 115/- 144/— 288/— 384/- per doz. 
CAPS AND SCREWS. 

Ifin. Ib in. Zin. Zin. 34 in. 4 in, 

14/— 18/6 25/9 45/3 64/9 71/6 per doz. 


Brass SLEEVES. 
1h in. 2in. Jin. Zin. 4 in. 
10/9 13/6 25/-  37/—_ 46/- per doz. 
LeAD TRAPS WITH BRASS CLEANING SCREWS. 

146 Ibs. 14 x 6 Ibs. 2 x 7 Ibs. 3 x 7 Ibs. 
Lead P. 26/- 34/- 55/- 92/- per doz. 
Lead S. 34/- 41/- 67/- 115/— per doz. 
So_peR.—Plumbers’, 1/7. Tinmen’s, 2/1. Blow pipe 
2/6 per Ib. 


* The information given on this page has beer 
specially oe oy for THe BuiLper, and is copyright. 
The aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who make use of this information. Prices are subject 








to 24 per cent. cash discount. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 


METALS. 
Joists, Girpers, &C., TO LONDON STATION, PER TON— 
.S. Joists, cut and fitted.......2.:.05- £24 0 0 
Plain Compound Girders ............ 2610 0 
Stanchions .......... 20 0 
In Roof Work. ....52 TPH osddescecee 37 10 O 
Nore.—These prices are for standard pieces and not 


special pieces of an awkward nature. 
MILD STEEL ROUNDS.—To London Stations, per 


ton. 
Diameter. % *, ¢ Diameter. d. 
+ Mi mwesetad iis a Adan de 2115 0 
$ MB iiaocces 2 3 0 in. to 2jin. 21 5 0 
© eck cade 22 5 


WROUGHT TUBES AND Preis 
Deliveries from works. 
Deliveries from London stock Sets one oo 


Tubes. 

rs" Y 16" Tae ur 2 Le 
Light weight ...... 4 2 & §& : 
Heavy weigh® ..... 4 44 39: 41 
Galv. lightweight .. 4 _ 30 = 


Galv. heavyweight. . 20 

Tubes and tubulars én we inclusive, need Al 
of 5% less gr 

Fittings. "he. 25/34 5% less gross discount. 

Terms.—Nett cash end of month following date of 
invoice. Carriage paid on lots of £10 nett value and 
over. 


C.I. HAatr-Rounp Gutrers—London Prices ex 
Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. Stop 
Gutters. Nozzles. ends. 
3 Me sccpacacceuceaeee 1/10 1/7 5d. 
3h inane sanéticanene oe 2/1 1/10 5d. 
6 WD, re de cr ee'a> cee 2/1 1/11 9d. 
AE a cocamennancsane 2/2 2/3 10d. 
5 ie, Cee ae 2/7 2/6 1/- 
O.G. GUTTERS. 
3 insight Weed ist 2/4 2/2 6d. 
34 tas costl, -agdeveli<. 2/8 2/2 9d. 
410... di sleaed. cilia 2/8 2/3 10d. 
GETS ccccsensscccetae 2/10 2/7 1/- 
SiR eSets Vevee et dD 3/5 3/- 1/1 
RAIN WATER PIPES. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
ngles. 
2/10 1/il 2/11 
2/il 2/3 3/5 
3/8 2/10 4/2 
4/4 3/4 4/10 
4/11 4/- 5/10 


NETT PRICES. 
Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 
L.C.C. Coatep Sor Prres—London Prices, ex stock. 


Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. — Braaches. 
2 igpeereld'a dna tes tania ae 4/4 3/5 4/2 
2 ER pee Peg F Pe 4/9 3/9 5/2 
3 IBF eam: ae hh oeetes 5/3 4/1 6/3 
SER tit acon 5/5 5/- 7/2 
4 Wi didaees.st es cared 6/- 5/8 8/5 
L.C.C. COATED DRAIN Pipe. 
cwt. ah, Ibs. per yard. Bends. Branches. 
in9 
Sige Bk BY pinek 8/11 8/5 14/10 
ry wer) otet BAe 13/3 17/6 30/4 
Gaskin, 80/- per cwt. 
. Per ton basis 
in London. 
8. d. 
IRON.—Staffordshire Crown, Merchant 
Gcnctsaccocunneepamasbatecesiee 20 15 0 
IRON.—Staffordshire Marked Bars........ 21 10 0 
Mild Steel Bars ooo co pce ccc cdecd ci deus 1915 9 
NAGE Gee SOO 5 > esr cpeniccvene 8280658 2110 0 


Ex Merchant’s Stock, 

per ton (two-ton lots). 

Soft Steel Sheets, ‘C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge 


ooo o9f8o9Oo AAD 





Cut Nails, 3 in. and up 
ALL NeTT. 

METAL WINDOWS.—Standard sizes, suitable for 
complete houses, including all fi . painting two 
coats, and delivery to job, average price about 2s. 4d. 
to 2s. 7d. per foot super. 

PAINTS, &c. 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 -» per gallon 
Boiled Linseed Oil ( hie ° ; oa be 
Genuine White Lead (free k cwt. 
Genuine White Lead Paint ee free) gall. 
Genuine Red Lead ............ cwt. 
cwt. 


et 
PRONSOO Dw 


Lead 
ey _ » (free packages) 
Udiity Ba agence (free packages) ,, 
Size, XD quality panceeesny ca fkn. 
Turpentine substitute can be obtained an 


a Omm re wWoS m 
WOwWOwwon & 


. 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from November 1. 


Every 


endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 





Grade Classification A Al A2 A3 B BI 
Craftsmen ...... 2/2 2/i4 2/1 2/04 2/- 1/114 
Labourers ...... 1/84 1/84 1/73 1/74 1/7 1/63 

Aberdeen A | Dumfriesshire ....A2 Inverness. ......... ° Perthshire ........ A2 

Ayrshire .......... A Dundee .......... A Inverurie ........ Al | Peterhead ...... Al 

, a Tee BB |. Den00n ..cn0e. ee A Kincardineshire ..A2 | Renfrewshire ...... A 

Berwickshire A2 East Fife ........ A Kinross-shire ‘A | Rothesay ....-+-. A 

Bridge of Allan A East Lothain ...... A Lanarkshire ...... A Roxburghshire A2 

Broughty Ferry ..A Edinburgh ........ A Midlothain §...... a | SA rishire Ayam + 

Clackmannanshire A | Fifeshire ........ A Monifieth ........ A 

pe erase A | Forfarshire ...... A2 Moray and Nairn . Stirlingshire ade cia a 

Dunblane A NS ce nent ed A Newport ........ | Stornoway ...... A2 

Dumbartonshire ..A | Greenock ........ A Peeblesshire ...... a2 Tayport ........-. A 

Dumfries ........ AY \) idiiion ........ A. ) FOR 0i ids. cds A West Lothain mm 
* This town has its own rates ; Masons, 1/t1 ; Carpenters, 1/11 ; Slaters, 1/11: Plumbers, 1/114 ; s 


Plasterers, 2/- but 2/04 is paid owing to the scarcity at present ; 


Painters, 1/11 ; and Labourers, 1/64. 











The information given in this table is copyright. 
VARNISHES, &c. 
Per gaiion. 
s. d. 

Oak Varnish ..... nek meee x's Outside 016 0 
DR néveicce des Sho SddddhGle ts 018 O 
pS a ep " 100 

1 A i ER ROE ea ie 120 
Pale Opal Carriage ............ te 160 
EE Ss Eincetcesthaceoeee = 114 0 
a Inside 100 
Fine Pale Paper. .........ceeee rd 100 
Fine Copal Cabinet .......... a 140 
Fine Copal Flatting............. a a Bh, 
Hard Drying Oak ............ 4 100 
Fine Hard Drying Oak .......... p 8° S-6 
Fine Copal Varnish ............ ps ee 

le ws Ap Ae EP Pog pS 114 0 
MS nest cnwcdeaeee ie 1 46 
Best ae Gold REAR pe 114 6 
py dg” Ares ce 012 0 
Oak and Fo eral Stain (water) ........ 014 0 
Evenewith THOCK ios. seca sda eeaeets 09 6 
oD ARO PREECE Le 016 0 
Knotting (patent) .............ss.seeees 017 0 
French and Brush Polish ............++ 014 0 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene .............+ 011 0 

LEAD, &c. 
Per ton. 
(Delivered in London 5 cwts.) d, 


Leap.—Sheet, English, 341b. and up 
Pipe in coils 
Soil pipe | 
Compo pipe 

Notre.—Country delivery, 


| a 
4210 0 
400 


10/- per ton ‘extra, 


4600 
48 10 0 
lots 


under 3 cwt. 4/- per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 


under 5 cwt., 3/- per cwt. extra. 


Extra if cut to size. 


Old lead, ex London area, per ton £23 0 0. Buyers 


pay carriage. 














The 
Hall Mark 


Actual manufacturers 
of patent glazing, 
Lantern and Skylights, 
Metal Windows, etc. 


Light Steel C 


Patent hoot 
GLAZING 


ital 


AY GEE L™. 


Metal Window Manufacturers, 
Engineers. 
100 WESTMINSTER BRIDGE RD., S.E.1 


Ring: Waterloo 6314 














vary according to quality from 3/8 gallon up 





THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


CAMBUSLANG.—The Scottish Special Hous- 
ing Association, Ltd., 11, Dramsheugh-gdns., 
Edinburgh, to erect houses at Tranent-st. 

DUMBARTONSHIRE.—Plans prepared for 
extensions, etc., to factory for Beatters Bis- 
cuits, Ltd., Drumchapel, for which the archi- 
tects are John Keppie & Henderson, 196, West 
Regent-st., Aas aw. 

GLASGO W.—Pians prepared for alterations 

and additions for William Collins, Sons & Co., 

td., printers and publishers, for which the 
architects are Wylie, Shanks & Wylie, 204, West 
Regent-st., Glasgow. 

GLASGOW.—Pians passed for school at Peni- 
lee, for which the architect is John MacNab, 
129, Bath-st., Glasgow. 


RATES OF WAGES. 
Rates of Wages for England and Wales 
will be given in our next issue. 


Institute of Physics: Change of Address. 

On and after July 31, the address of the 
Institute of Physics and of its Journal of 
Scientific Instruments will be 19, Albe- 
marle-street, London, W.1. (Telephone: 
Regent 3541—two lines. } 








GLASS. 
SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY 
CUT SIZES. 


| Per ft. super. 

| d. 

Bi 8 es te Sees Cee ee 38 
24 4 Cita Gt FR GRR oe cede consceescnse 5 
SO OE. ES. dad atilaetttd t0< diane tuansesosene $ 
FO Gi wan Ueethee ec dnccedsccescasncese<eccute 8 


ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 

Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. 
Rolled plate, ¢ in. 
Rough cast double rolled, % in. 

Rough cast double rolled, ¢ in 
Figured rolled, and Cathedral, “white. . 
Pena zou and Cathedral, tinted 

Reeded, Broad Reeded, Cross Reeded and Chevron 

Reeded, ¢ in. thick 1 
Pager ON She Gen a; eee 

rolled. 









s. d. 
Wire Rolled, 3 in. thick ........+.+e+ee-e+0 0 93 
Wire diy 3 a RR ety 0 9% 
BO Ds RRS BO LTE es RS 0 10 
7 Calseex we ee or es LU. 5b Ci id dulae 2 6 
” * bes ee ee ree 40 
es Cast; Bits CAB Gi 514s «nm ese pe stave 0 9 
in * it SA net nae genes 1 0 
+} in. thick ......2...005. 2 
Non’ “Actinic Glass, } = PRC IV RA 0 98 
-~ pe $ ti in. thick 2.0. .cc..0- 10 
ae oF > a ee ae 4.2 
“VITA” GLASS. Per ft. 
“ Vita” Pilate Glass, about 4; in. thick— s. d. 
T “ = Page Breck se vacdan bey blen' <a le Wen ; r 
“ Vita ‘. Shoat Cia Glass, ott SAE G8o” SF. $2. d 4 20 
Cathedral ‘* Vita ” Glass 
Ps MORN FIO SE OSS Disa See Beat 20 
, 2S Se eee tee re etree eee ee es eide 250 
* in. . Georgian Wired “‘ Vita” Glass......<. 3. 6 
HOLLOW GLASS BLOCKS. s. d. 
PB. 1—8_ in. x4j in. < 3} in, 2 9 each net 
P.B. 2—5? aged in. x B. ee tee” 
P.B. $e 62 
P.B. 3 3 6 
R . 
P.B. 
PB. 
P.B. 





{ 


96 


DRY ROT IN WOOD 


FOREST PRODUCTS RESEARCH 
BULLETIN. 

One of the “ hidden dangers ’’ before 
the war was the prevalence of dry rot in 
the timber of buildings. This occurred 
principally under: the ground floors, and 
being out of sight nothing was suspected 
until the floor collapsed or an obnoxious 
smell was apparent. The Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research, through 
its Forest Products Research Laboratory 
and Building Research Station, has for 
many years ) advocating methods of 
construction which would largely avoid 
this evil. A faulty air-brick, incorrectly 
placed floor joists, and’ defective damp- 
courses are some of.the principal causes of 
dry rot. 

During the war, house property has 
suffered not only from enemy action but 
also from neglect of upkeep owing to the 
absence of owners or to shortage of labour 
and materials. For this reason and also 
because of the many new building pro- 
grammes in project—some of which may 
employ newer types of construction—the 
opportunity has been taken to issue a re- 
vised edition of Forest Products Research 
Bulletin No. 1 on “ Dry Rot in Wood. 
The Bulletin describes (with photographs) 
the various fungi causing dry rot, its detec- 
tion and practical treatment by preserva- 
tives and other methods and also the pre- 
cautions to be taken in the use of timber 
in new buildings to prevent outbreaks of 
dry rot. . 

Gaus of the Bulletin may be obtained 
from His Majesty’s Stationery Office, York 
House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, price 
1s. (or by post 1s. 2d.). 


REBUILDING OF WAR 
DESTROYED HOUSES 


A SUBSTANTIAL proportion of the houses 
which were destroyed or seriously 
damaged by enemy action have been 
classified as “not total loss” and will, 
therefore, qualify for a War Damage Act 
cost of works payment. This means that 
their owners are entitled to have them re- 
built or restored at the cost of the War 
Damage Commission. An effort will be 
made to carry out this work in the next 
two years in the cases of houses :— 

(1) Which are of a rateable value not 
exceeding £100 in London and £75 else- 
where; and ee 

(2) the rebuilding of acy bo * not pro- 

ibited by planning considerations. 
Local exthorities a England and Wales 
and in parts of the London Civil Defence 
Region have been requested by the 
Government to give priority to this work 
in planning for the first two years, and to 
include in their programmes a quarterly 

uota of such houses, which will ensure 
that the whole shall be dealt with. 

Conditions in bombed districts vary so 
greatly that the laying down of any 
general rule is unlikely, but it is probable 
that first preference will be given in most 
areas to houses of the smaller types, and 
particularly if they are so grouped that a 
number can be rebuilt by one builder 
under the supervision of one professional 
adviser, a factor which should make for 
speed by eliminating difficulties with re- 
gard to labour and materials. The Com- 
mission. suggests that owners in such 

coups should now consult together—pre- 
erably before applying for a licence—and 
at the earliest possible moment inform 
the Regional Office of the Commission of 
their proposals so that agreement may be 
reached on them, including, of course, 
the important factors of specification and 
price. The adoption of this suggestion 
will enable the maximum amount of work 
to be put in hand as soon as labour and 
materials are available. 


THE BUILDER 


It will be appreciated that in the more 
heavily damaged parts of the London 
Region progress in rebuilding will neces- 
sarily be somewhat retarded by the 
9 of repair work still to be carried 
out. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous. issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates atthe heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
AUGUST 38. 
Erith B.C.—20 semi-detached 
Luddesdon-rd. B.E. and §. Dep. £1 1s. 
Newcastle-under-Lyme T.C.—101 houses at 
Beasley Farm estate. T.C. Dep.. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 10. 
t*Braughing R.D.C.—Erection of 11 houses 
(Contract No. 2). C., 2, Hockerill-st.. Bishop’s 


Stortford. 
AUGUST 11. 
— T.C.—20 permanent houses at Healey- 
la. E 


houses, 


Hornchurch U.D.C.—Demolition of 31 houses. 


tSaltash T.C.—4 houses at Moorlands, 
Burraton. Deputy T.C. Dep. £2 2s. 

tStaveley U.D.C.—9%9 brick-built houses at 
Station-rd. E. and 8., Council Offices, Lowgates, 
Staveley. Dep. £2 2s 

AUGUST 13. 

Hitchin R.D.C.—6 houses at Pirton and 6 
houses at Wymondley. S., 21, Bancroft, Hitchin. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Salford T.C.—14 houses at Gerald-rd. estate. 
City E. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wells-next-the-Sea U.D.C.—10 three-bedroom 
houses, 10 two-bedroom houses and 10 bunga- 
lows at Northfield-cres. R. O. Bond, Architect, 
Mountergate, Norwich. Dep. £1. 

_ Whitby U.D.C.—Reinstatement of 2 steel and 
timber footbridges at Whitby Harbour. Lewis 
and Duvivier, 42, Grosvenor-gdns., Westminster, 
8.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 14. 
Bacup B.C.—28 three-bedroom houses at Thorn 


estate. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 


tisle of Ely C.C.—Alterations at County 
Hospital, Doddington. R. D. Robson (A.), 
County Architect, County Hall, March, Cambs. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by August 27. 
*Rochdale C.B.—52 houses, Greave estate, and 
: —. Turf Hill estate. B.S. and A. Dep. 
S. 


AUGUST 16. 
Carlisle T.C.—Erection of 7 houses and 2 flats 
at Croft House estate. City E. 





wey te 





THE 


CRAFTCAST 
SYSTEM OF 
PERMANENT 

HOUSE CONSTRUCTION 

e 


Enquiries are invited 
for the erection of 
houses by this system 
or for the purchase 
of shuttering and 


equipment. 
e 
CRAFTCAST LIMITED 


Specialists in Concrete 
24, Palace Chambers, S.W.1 
Tel.: ABBey 4645 
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AUGUST 17. 

West Bromwich ©.B.—Erection of sub-station 
at Harvills Hawthorn estate. B.S. Dep. £1 1s. 
AUGUST 18. 

Gillingham T.8.—2 houses at School-ave. and 
3 houses at Fourth-ave. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Petworth R.D.C.—Erection of 6 cottages at 
Hampers Green. F. J. Hodgson, 2, Chertsey- 
st., Guildford. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 20. 

Bethnal Green B.C.—Erection of 18 tenements 
as extension to Digby estate. H. C. Monson 
(F.), Finsbury Pavement House, 120, Moorgate, 
E.C.2. Dep. £5. 

Bethnal Green B.C.—Rebuilding 6 flats and 
execution of certain works to existing buildings 
adjacent thereto at Vaughan estate. 4 
Dep. £3 3s. 

Dartford T.C.—78 houses at Prince’s-rd estate. 
T.C. Dep. £2 2s. 

Lichfield 1.C.—34 permanent houses at 
Ponesfields estate. City E. and §. Dep. £2 2s 
(contractors may tender for small number) 

Worthing T.C.—64 houses on various sites. 


S. Dep. £2. 
AUGUST 21. 
_ Bradford-on-Avon U.D.C.—Conversion of house 
into flats. S.. Westbury House. Dep. £1 1s. 
AUGUST 23, 
Plympton St. Mary R.D.C.—30 permanent 
houses at Pomphlett. C.. Council Offices. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
AUGUST 24, 
Depwade T.C.—36 houses on 4 sites. A. F. 
ot and Sons, 23, Tombland, Norwich. Dep. 


1. 

New Windsor T.C.—32 three-bedroom houses. 
B.E. and §S., 16, Alma-rd., Windsor. Dep. £3 3s. 
AUGUST 27. 

Chester T.C.—16 permanent type brick houses 
at St. Mark’s-rd. City E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
Kingswood U.D.C.—50 permanent houses at 
“ Woodyleaze,” Hanbarn and Russell-ave. G. 
Fletcher (L.), Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
eeds T.C.—Erection of 114 houses on three 
estates. R. A. H. Livett. Housing Director. 
~~ House, Quarry Hill, Leeds 9. Dep. 
S. 


AUGUST 28. 

*Richmond (Surrey).—Re-erection of 4 flats at 
Crofton-terr. and 5 houses at Mead-rd., Ham. 
B.E., Hotham House, Heron Court, Richmond. 
Surrey. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 30. 

Oswestry R.D.C.—Completion of 16 partly- 
constructed houses, Weston Rhyn. B. Barnes, 
S. and E., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

*St. Pancras B.C.—Erection of block of 9 
working-class flats at Queen’s-cres. R. C. F. 
Austen, T.C. Dep. £2 2s. Drawings and condi- 
tions of contract at Waggett and Bradford, 25, 
Victoria-st., S.W.1. 

AUGUST 31. 

Hove T.C.—54 houses at The Knoll. B.S. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

Solihull U.D.C.—53 three-bedroom houses at 
Redlands-rd. E. and §S., 90. Station-rd. Dep. £5. 
SEPTEMBER 1. 

*Shoreditch B.C.—Erection of 3 blocks of flats 
at Stonebridge estate, Haggerston. Boro. 

Architect and Surveyor. Dep. £10. 

West Riding Standing Joint Committee.— 
Adaptations at Constabulary Headquarters. 
West Riding Architect, County Hall, Wakefield. 

NO DATE. 


Wednesbury T.C.—36 houses at Dale-st. A. 
Booth, Boro’ A. and BE. Dep. £3 3s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


AUGUST 13. 
‘ is ae R.D.C.—Painting 130 houses. Build- 
ng §. . 


1 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


AUGUST & | 
Chepping Wycombe B.C.—Laying foul sewer 
at at Hatters-la. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2. 
AUGUST 10. 
Blackpool C.B.—Roads and sewers at St. 
Walburgas site. Acting B.E. Dep. £1 1s. 
Blackpool C.B.—Roads and sewers at Lostock- 
gdns. Acting B.E. Dep. £1 1s. 
AUGUST 11. 
Barrow-in-Furness C.B.—Roads and sewers at 
Greengate-st. estate. B.E. and S. 
Meitham U.D.C.—Roads and sewers. P. N. 
Brown, 23, Victoria-st., Holmfirth. Dep. £2 2s. 
(cheques crossed U.D.C.). 
Ripon and Pateley Bridge R.D.C.—Construc- 
tion, completion and maintenance of approx. 
2,400 yds. 4 in. dia. spun-iron pipes, etc. Silcock 


& Simpson, 10, Park-row, Leeds 1. Dep. £2 
(payable to R.D.C.). 
AUGUST 14. 
Burnley C.B.—Asphalt surfacing at Colne-rd. 
B.E. and 8. 
Darwen B.C.—Roads and sewers. B.E. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


Leven T.C.—Roads and sewers at Mountfleurie 
site. T.C. 
Newt Abbot U.D.C.—Roads and sewers, 














& t. & &. 
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Buckland-rd., for 298 houses. E. and 8. Dep. 
£5 5s. 


AUGUST 15. 
Portsmouth T.C.—Roads and sewers. Contract 
No. 2. City E. Dep. £2 2s. 
Weymouth and Melicombe Regis T.C.—Surface 
dressing. B.S. 


AUGUST 18. 
Gillingham T.C.—Reconstruction of part of 
Watling-st. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s 


Penrhyn (Cornwall) T.C.—Roads and sewers, 
College No. 1 site. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 
t*isie of Ely C.C.—Paving with concrete at 
Hereward School, March. R. D. Robson (A.), 
County A., County Hall, March. 
Portiand U.D.C.—Roads and sewers. E. and 
S. Dep. £3 3s. 


Rhy! U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Yacht 
Farm site. E. and 8, Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 27. 
Gravesend T.C.—Roads and sewers. B.E. and 
S. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 29. 


Ruislip-Northwood U.D.C. — Roads and 
sewers at Deane housing estate. E. and S. 


Dep. £3. 
AUGUST 31. 
*St. Albans T.C.—Roads and sewers. 
and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 1. 
Berwick-on-Tweed T.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Shiefield-terr., Tweedmouth. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Ongar R.D.0--Robds and es 
-D.C.—Roads and sewers. R. L. x 
8. Dep. £2 2s. mag tere 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full details of Public Appointm red* 
are advertised elsewhere in this lee Pile 
marked +t have been advertised in previous 


éssues. 
“Kent €.0.—Twe Sauer acd 
. -¥.— 1 WO nior and tw a ? 
veying Assistants. o Junior Sur. 
tUxbridge U.D.C.—Building Maintenance 


Assistant. 
*Bolton C.B (a) ‘Arenite a 
ton C.B.— rchitectural si 
Quantity Surveyor. Ageiatants; ¢) 


City E. 


*L.0.6.—Teacher at" Be lai 
.C.C.—Teacher o uildin; j 
South-East London Technical Metineas Pe 
tSouthampton C.B.—Borough Architect. 
r tSouthend-on-Sea G.B.—(a) Senior Architec- 
ural Assistant; (b) First Class Architectural 
Assistant; (c) First Class inee 
Assistant; (d) First Class Town Planning 
Assistant; (e) Second Class Quantity Surveying 
Assistant ; (f) Chief Building Surveyor. 
Taunton wart) 4" Assistants. 
UST 13. 
omnes ne Inspector. 
le! and Fle; -D.C.—Buildi - 
spector eg R.D.C.—Building In 

Bootle C.B.—(1) Temporary Senior Architec- 
yer Roe mag om - bg ty 7S ae ‘Architecturai 

rade . 3 ' i- 
bey Assistants (Grade g, Temporary op 

“Holderness R.D.C.— i 
Accstant Temporary Architectural 

Northampton Electric Light 
&td.—Architectural yr ta penmAsee 

{Cambs E.0.—Teacher of Build 

-G.—Teacher of Building Subjects. 

*Salop C.C.—Architectural aieistaade. ait 

F UGUST 18, 

Derby Technical College.—(a) Lecturer ‘in 
Building Construction; (b) Lecturer in Prac- 
tical Brickwork and Allied Subjects. 

tHereford R.D.C.—Architect and Surveyor. 

Manchester E.C.—Teacher of Brickwork. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme T.C.—Clerk of Works. 

AUGUST, 20. 

*Bootle ©.B. — Temporary 

Assistant. 


‘Fulham 8.C, — Temporary Architectural 
Assistants. 


AUGUST 23. ' 
tRochdale C.B.—Two Temporary Architectural 


Assistants. 
AUGUST 25. 
tClackmannan ©.C.—County Architect. 
*Croydon C.8.—Quantity Surveyor. 
AUGUST 27, 
*Nottingham T.C. — Chief- Architectural 
Assistant, 


Engineering 


*Overseas Employment.—(a) Waterworks and 


Drainage Engineer; (b) General E r (for 
Town Planning), both for Govt. of 


vinces, India. 
iT 31. 


AUGUS 
*Zetland ©.C.—County Architect. 
SEPTEMBER 1. 
+Middleton T.C.—Housing Manager. 
SEPTEMBER 3. . 
*Poplar B.C.—Assistant Architect. 


NO TE. 

*Greenwich B.C. — Temporary Architectural 
Assistant. tingle ra ‘ : 
ment.—Inspector of Works 
tog Niggas Govt.” . ‘ie nis 
e echnic egent-st.—Full-time and 
Part-time Viay and evening classes) Studio 

Masters and Lecturers in Town Planning. 


nited Pro-: 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Anglesey.—C.C. propose to establish farm in- 
stitute. 

Bangor (N. Wales).—Caernarvonshire and 
Anglesey Board of Management propose scheme 
for extensions, at £100,000. 

Birkenhead.—Mersey Docks and Harbour 
Board, Dock Offices, Pierhead, Liverpool 3, 
propose modernisation scheme at Victoria Dock 
and Whart. ¢ 

Bromsgrove.—Birmingham Royal _Institution 
for the Blind propose schools and instruction 
centre at Lickey Grange. ia 

Burton Latimer.—U.D.C. approved additions 
at Weetabix Mills, for Weetanix, Ltd, _ 

Bury.—T.C, meee Houses at Fairfield 
site; layout of Redvales estate; additions to 
works, Bridge Hall Mills, for Transparent Paper 
Co., Ltd.; additions to Woolfall Bleach Works, 
ottington-rd., for British Cotton & Wool Dyers’ 
Association, Ltd. , 

Caistor.—W. Saunders appointed architect for 
housing scheme, for R.D.C. 

Chester.—R.D.C. appointed C. H. Coppack, 3, 
Hunter-st.; P. H. Lawson, 2, Pepper-st.; and 
F. C. Saxon (F.), 2, Stanley-st.; as architects 
for preparation of plans for houses. 

Chesterfield.— Derbyshire C.C. propose develop- 
ment of “ Riversdale ’’ and grounds, Holymoor- 
side, for Children’s Homes.—L.M.8.R. propose 
reconstruction and provision for future widen- 
ing of Bennett-la. Bridge, Grassmoor, at 


£8,640. 

Dalton-in-Furness.—Lancashire E.C. propose 
school kitchen at Crooklands-brow. 

Delamere.—Managers of Jewish Fresh Air 
Home and School propose, modernisation and 
extensions at school buildings, at £40,000. 

Deudraeth (N. Wales).—R.D.C. appointed 
Miss Cynthia Wood, of Dolgelly, Denbighshire, 
as architect for housing scheme. 
Derbyshire.—E.C. propose school kitchen and 
dining-room at Bond’s Main school, Grassmoor. 

Dewsbury.—E.C. propose kitchen and scullery 
at Carlton-rd. school. 

Sullivan-st., H. 


Hereford. — Warehouse, 
Sullivan. 

Heywood.—M.O.W., John Islip-st., London, 
S.W.1, propose central kitchen at Peel-st. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Paper process factory to be 
established at Saltgrass, by Sprio, Ltd. 

Keighley.—T.C. approved: Foundry for George 
Green & Co.; works extensions at Sunderland- 
st., Greengate, for Heaton & Flint. 

Kenilworth.—Warwickshire Standing Joint 
Committee propose police station. 

Lichfield.—E. Smith, Ltd., propose factory 
at Chasetown. 

_ Leicestershire—C.C. propose structural altera- 
tions and additions to hall and kitchen at 
Stretton Hall Colony for Mentally Defectives, 
at £19,000. Plans by W. Keay (F.), County A., 
6, Millstone-la., Leicester. 

Liverpool.—E.C. propose canteen kitchen at 
West Derby Senior school. Plans by L. H. 
Keay (F.), City A. 

Liverpool.—Board of Governors of Maghull 
Homes for Epileptics propose modernisation 
ard extensions to Homes, at £750,000.—Mersey 
Docks and Harbour Board, Pierhead, propose 
construction of transit sheds at West Alexan- 
dra Dock and South Alexandra branch Docks. 
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Manchester.—T.C. approved: Laboratory to 
works, Grant-st., Blackley, for Industrial Chemi- 
cal Industries, Ltd., Hexagon House, Black- 
ley; synagogue, Waterloo-rd., Hightown, for 
New Kabal Chassidim Synagogue trustees; 
additions to paint works, Cornbrook-rd., Corn- 
brook, for Donald Macpherson & Co., Lid., 
Victor Bain, architect, 3, Quéeen’s-sq., Leeds 1; 
additions at Ancoats Hospital, Upper Kirby- 
st. and Mill-la., Ancoats, for Board of Manage- 
ment, T. Worthington & Son (F.), 178, Oxford- 
rd., Manchester. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Cussins (Contractors), 
Ltd., Moor-cres., Gosforth, Northumberland, 
acquired 70 acres of land at Kenton for erec- 
tion of 500 good class houses. : 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Hetherington & Wilson, 
County-chbrs., Westgate-rd., eweastle, are 
architects for factory and store at Walker-rd., 
for G. Angus & Co. Cackett, Burns Dicks & 
McKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
prepared plans for factory at Benton-Park-rd., 
for McLean, Ltd.; J. W. Taylor, Westgate-rd., 
Newcastle, architect for furniture factory at 
City-rd., for Browns. E 

Rawtenstall.—T.C. propose erection of 100 
brick houses. at Park-rd., Waterfoot. 

Rochdale.—T.C. approved: Research labora- 
tory at St. Edmund’s Church school, Town Mill- 
brow, for H. Shaw; additions, Balderstone Mill, 
for Balderstone Mill Co., Ltd.; works additions, 
Spotland: New Mill, Coldwall-st., for Dexine 
Rubber & Ebonite Co., Ltd. 

St. Pancras.—B.C. have made the follow- 
ing appointments: Conversion of 10 houses, Sir 
Guy Dawber, Wilson & Fox, 122, Wigmore-st., 
W.i, architects; Messrs. E. R. Babbs & Sons, 

, St. James’s-pl., S.W.1, quantity. surveyors. 
Conversion of 14 houses, Mr. Stanley G. 
Livock, F.R.1.B.A., 21, Bedford-sq., W.C.1, archi- 
tect; Mr. H. J. Venning, 16, Gower-st., W.C.1, 
quantity surveyor. Conversion of 10 houses, 
Messrs. Smee & Houchin, 1, Mitre-court-bidgs., 
E.C.4, architects; Mr. E. Hamilton Ashby, 1, 
Mitre-court-bldgs., E.C.4, quantity surveyor. 

ipley.—U.D.C. and Board of Salt’s Hospital 
propose joint scheme for erection of a hospital. 

Silsden.—U.D.C. propose 80 houses at Dradi- 
shaw-rd. site. Plans by J. R. Wade (S.). 

South Shields.—T. A. Page, Son & Bradbury, 
King-st., South Shields, prepared plans for ex- 
tensions for A. J. Wares & Co. 

Stockport.—T.C. received approval of M.H. to 
plans for flats at Didsbury-rd. site.—430 houses 
to be erected at Bridge Hall estate. _ 

Stretford.—H. T. Seward (F.), 16, Princess-st., 
Manchester 2, is architect in conjunction with 
B.E. for houses and flats on Highfield-rd. 
estate.—Presbyterian Church authorities pro- 

se Church at junction of Moss Vale-rd. and 

arton-rd.—Ecclesiastical Authorities propose 
Church at Firs Farm estate. 

Swansea.—T.C, approved 
at Felin Fran Colliery, 
Merthyr Colliery Co., Ltd. 

Urmston.—U.D.C. propose 480 houses at Stott 
Estate, Flixton: 83 at Kingsway site, Davy- 
hulme, and 13 bungalows at Milford-av., 
Flixton. 

Wallsend.—School canteens to be erected at 
three schools by M.O.W. ay 

Wardle.—U.D.C. appointed T. Wainwright, 
Rainford, nr. St. Helens, to prepare layout and 
plans for housing scheme. 

Warrington.—T.C. approved : Offices at works, 
Hoyle-st., Bewsey, for C. J. Newton, Ltd.; 
additions to works for Warrington Motor Co., 
Ltd., Holt-st.; additions to works for J. 
Buchanan & Co. 

Wilmslow.—Board of Governors of Royal Resi- 
dential Schools for the Deaf, Talbot-rd., Old 
Trafford, Manchester. propose rural school at 
Old Griffin Farm, Handsforth, at £200,000- 


lans for canteen 
lais, for Hendy 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
+ Denotes provisional y accepted. 7 
en ‘o' 





t Denotes 1 ? p 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

G Denotes accepted by H.M. - Government 

departments. 

Bath.—Erection of 86 houses at Whiteway, for 
City Council: *Butler Bros. (Birmingham), 
Ltd., £98,697. / 

Brierley Hill.—Erection of factory-made 


houses at (a) Tack Farm site, Wordsley, and 
(b) Lower Valley-rd. and Pensnett-rd. sites, for 
U.D.C. R. H. J. Comber, 8.: (a) *W. Baster- 
field, Scott-la., Kinver, nr. Stourbridge; (b) 
*Tarmac, Ltd., Ettingshall, Wolverhampton. 

Cranbrook.—Erection of 22 houses, for R.D.C. 
*R. Lawrence & Sons, Barming Heath, Maid- 
stone, £1,124 to £1,218 per house (subject to 
M.H. approval). ; 

Hungerford.—Erection of 26 permanent houses 
on three sites, for R.D.C. F. H. Floyd (F.), 
St. Nicholas House, West Mills, Newbury, archi- 
tect :— 

Hungerford (10 houses): *Building & Public 
Works Construction Co., Lid., Swindon, houses, 
£12,025; roads, sidewalks and storm water 


sewers, £1,569. ae: 
Kintbury (10 houses): *Building & Public 
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Works Construction Co., Ltd., houses, £11,049; 
1 


roads, etc 
Lambourn (six houses): *Building & Public 
Ltd., houses, £7,570; 


Works Construction Co., 
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Organisation in the Industry. 








SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 p.a. 
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23,ComptonTerrace, Upper St.,N.1 
‘ CANonbury 2041/3 
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roads, sewers & boundary fence, £1,466 (sub- 
ject to approval of Ministry). 

Kings Lynn.—Construction of bridge over 
Bawsey Drain, North Iynn, for T.C.: *Taylor, 
Woodrow Construction Co., Ltd., Ruislip-rd., 
Southall, Middlesex, £3,054. 

Lincoin.—Construction of congrete carriage- 
ways, kerbing, sewers, etc., for approximately 
1,300 houses on 11 sites for Group of local 
authorities with Lincoln as leader. A. Adding- 
ton, City E.: *M. J. Gleeson, Ltd., 822, Chester- 
field- rd., Woodseats, Sheffield 8, £68, 162, 
{London (Air Ministry). —List of contracts to 
value of £500 or over for week ended July 28:— 

Painting work: Geo. Jones & Son, London, 
W.8; British Insulated Callenders Cables, Ltd., 
London, E.C.4; Fields, Ltd., Reading ; London 
Spray & Brush Painting Co., Banstead, 
Surrey; A. Bagnall & Sons, Lid., Shipley, 
Yorks; F. & J. Pilling (Bros.), Ltd., Man- 
chester, 13. 

Building work: W. H. Jones & Son, Ltd., 
Coventry. 

Tree- felling work: Land Clearance (Sutton 


Coldfield), Ltd., Sutton Coldfield, Warwick- 
shire. 
Miscellaneous structural steelwork: West 


Midlands Erection Co., Ltd., Wolverhampton; 
C. Miskin & Sons, St. Albans; Wm. Neill & Son 
(St. Helens), Ltd., St. Helens, Lancs. 

Heating and hot water supply work: Wm. 
Freer, Ltd., Leicester. 

Electrical work : Alpha Manufacturing & Elec- 
trical o. Ltd., London, 8.W.4; F. H. Wheeler 
& Co., Lindon, §.W.1; Johnson Pearce & 
Co., tae Von N.W.6 

Sewerage work : Balls & Partners, Cuffley, 
Herts. 

Surfacing work: Bituminous Surfacing, Ltd., 
Manchester, 12. 


General maintenance work: Thos. Bates & 
Son, Ltd., Romford, Essex. 
€London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 


placed by War Dept. for week ended July 21:— 

Durham and Yorkshire: Miscellaneous work, 
Rodgers Bros., Darlington, Co. Durham. 

Shropshire: Storm water drainage, Asphalte 
& Public Works, Ltd., Hereford. 

Co. Down: Miscellaneous work, James Mis- 
kimmain & Sons, Ltd., Belfast. 

Middlesbrough. Slabbing and complete erec- 
tion of 147 U.S.A. type of houses, for T.C. C. 
Gorman, B.E.: *Thornton Construction Co., 
Bridge- rd., Stockton-on-Tees, £43,266 (subiect, to 
confirmation) ; erection of 26 houses at Ryda 
Derwentwater, Uliswater and Meriwick ace 
Kitching & Co., 40. Albert-rd., Middlesbrough, 


August 3 1945 


South Shields.—Erection of factory at River- 
side estate, for Shaffer, Ltd. P. Browne, 
Son & Harding, Pearl- bidgs., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, architects: *H. E. Pitt, Lit., Leopold-st., 
Sunderland. 

Tamworth.—Erection of 37 houses at Glascote 
and Wilnecote housing schemes, for R.D.C. 
H. N. Jepson (A.), Midland Bank-chbrs., Nun- 
eaton: tAsphalt & Public Works, Ltd., Birming- 
ham (Glascot €), £38,309; oo Wilnecote), £4,295 
(subject to approval of M.O 

Warrington.—Works for Te a Hughes, 
B.S. Erection of 10 temporary houses at Gas- 
kell-av., and 39 at Richmond-ay.: *Greenwood 
be a8 (Builders), Ltd., Longshaw- st., Warring- 


Wrexham.—Alterations 
i ef central kitchen, Rite rd., for 
T.C. M. Davies, M.I.M. & Cy.E., 

E, Gieowente rd.: *E. W. Gittins & ‘sola Ltd., 
Johnstown, nr. Wrexham, £2,310, 


and extensions at 
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For all BUILDERS’, PLUMBERS’ 
and ELECTRICIANS’ SUPPLIES 





LONDON : BUS. 6177 

3/4, University St., Tottenham Ct. Rd., W.C.1 
GLASGOW : 

126, W. Regent Street, C.2 City 7255 


LEEDS, Gratrix (Leeds) Ltd. : 
34, Hunslet Lane, Leeds 10 Leeds 24554 


MANCHESTER (Head Office) : 
Quay St., Manchester 3 LA 6601 





architects: *W. A. King & Sons, Ltd., Middles- 





brough. 


























STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








Boyle’s «aic-rump Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE. 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ee 
Emergency Address: : Addiscombe 1133 
34, MORLAND AVENUE, E. CROYDON, SURREY 
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Consult us about your Factory TO-DAY /, 


iwem NEGUS .Lro 


Station Works. Kinc JAMES St.S.E./, Gvet474 ) 





Week by week 
2 number of 
dings res- 

C us Con- 
tinues to grow. 











